
The First Sunday after Christmas 

December 27, 2020 10am  

 

 

Please enter our virtual worship space in silence. 

 



Preludes  

Pastorale from “Christmas” Concerto Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713) 

Sinfonia from The Christmas Oratorio, Pt. 2 J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Pifa (“Pastorale Symphony”) from Messiah G. F. Handel (1685-1759) 

* 

Welcome from the Officiant 

 

Opening Sentence 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, Christ the Lord. Luke 2: 10–11 

  

Carol: vs. 1 - Higher voices; vs. 2 - Lower voices; vs. 3 - All 

 

 



Gathering Prayer  

Leader: Among the poor, 

among the proud, 

among the persecuted, 

among the privileged, 

People: Christ is coming. 

He is coming to make all things new. 

 

In the private house, 

in the market place, 

in the wedding feast, 

in the judgement hall, 

Christ is coming. 

He is coming to make all things new. 

 

With a gentle touch, 

with an angry word, 

with a clear conscience, 

with burning love, 

Christ is coming. 

He is coming to make all things new. 

 

That the kingdom might come, 

that the world might believe, 

that the powerful might stumble, 

that the humble might be raised, 

Christ is coming. 

He is coming to make all things new. 

 

Within us, 

without us, 

among us, 

before us, 

in this place, 

in every place, 

for this time, 

for all time, 

 

All: Christ is coming. 

He is coming to make all things new. * 



 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 

Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts,may shine forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading  John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 

him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 

the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

  



Interlude: Greensleeves arr. Marcia Dickstein 

 



Poem: “On the Mystery of the Incarnation”            by Denise Levertov 

 

It’s when we face for a moment 

the worst our kind can do, and shudder to know 

the taint in our own selves, that awe 

cracks the mind’s shell and enters the heart: 

not to a flower, not to a dolphin, 

to no innocent form 

but to this creature vainly sure 

it and no other is god-like, God 

(out of compassion for our ugly 

failure to evolve) entrusts, 

as guest, as brother, 

the Word. * 

 

Wondering Questions for Meditation  

Silent Reflection  

During the 3 minute silence, you are invited to begin wondering about the 

questions, or, if you choose, simply rest in the words of the gospel and the 

poem, and in the music. This time is yours to use as you feel called. Please 

return to the screen when you hear the chime. 

 

  



Music during Meditation:  

La Fuar Geimhreadh (“On a cold winter’s day”) Traditional Irish 

 

 



* 

Conversation 

We invite you now to join a small group for a few minutes of sacred and/or 

silly conversation. Please follow the prompt from the host to enter a small 

group room. The host will call you back after about 5 minutes.  

 

Carol: 

 

  



* 

Prayers  

I invite your prayers at this time: 

 

In this Christmas season, we pray for all the peoples of the earth, those known to 

us, and those we do not know.  

 

In these days of hope, we bring to God a troubled situation in our world.  

 

In these days of peace, we bring to God, silently, someone whom we find hard to 

forgive or trust. 

  

In these days of wonder, we bring ourselves to God that we might grow in 

generosity of spirit, clarity of mind, and warmth of affection. 

 

In these days of grace, we offer our thanks to God for the blessings in our lives. 

  

In these days when love is born, we name before God those who have died.  

 

We lift up these prayers in the name of Jesus,  

 

Who taught us to pray saying,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

  



Anthem: And now is he born Peter Maxwell Davies (1934-2016) 

The fader of heven, God omnipotent, that sett all on seven, his son has he sent: 

My name couthe he neven, and lyght or he went, I conceyved him full even 

thrugh myght as he ment, and now is he born. He keep you from wo: I shalle 

pray him so: Telle furthe as ye go, and myn on this morn. The fader 0f heaven, 

etc. 

 

  



Carol 

 



* 

Closing Prayer and Blessing 

 

Postlude: Bring a torch, Jeanette Isabella arr. Keith Chapman 

 

 

 

After the postlude, please remain on the zoom, if you choose,  

for a time of conversation and fellowship.  



 

Liturgy Sources:  Gathering Prayer: Iona Community, Wild Goose Resource 

Group, 2002 (adapted).  

 

Art Sources: Madonna and Child, Rhenish, c. 1475; Madonna with the Child, 

Isabel Codrington, 1874-1943; Ebony Mother and Child, Tanzania; The Virgin 

Adoring the Sleeping Christ Child, Botticelli, 1485.  

 

Music Sources 

Corelli -- from “Comfort and Joy,” performed by the Baroque Chamber 

Orchestra of Colorado (2019) 

 

Bach -- “Weihnachtsoratorium,” performed by Concentus Musicus Wien (1984) 

 

Handel -- Messiah, performed by Musica Sacra (1981) 

 

Congregational Carols -- from “Great Music of Christmas,” performed by the 

choir of St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral, Denver (1989) 

 

Greensleeves -- from “Comfort and Joy,” performed by the Colorado Chamber 

Players (2019) 

 

La Fuar Geimhreadh -- from “Wolcum Yule,” (Anonymous 4), performed by 

Andrew Lawrence-King, Irish harp 

 

Maxwell-Davies -- from “A Marian Xmas 2,” performed by St. Martin’s Chamber 

Choir (2015) 

 

Chapman -- from “Christmas Presence,” performed by Kenrick S. Mervine on the 

organ of Christ the King Chapel, John Paul II Center, Archdiocese of Denver 

(1999) 

 

 


