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Luke	  3:7-‐18	  
	  
	  
	  

Come	  Holy	  Spirit,	  give	  life	  to	  my	  words.	  
	  
In	  the	  name	  of	  God,	  creator,	  redeemer	  and	  giver	  of	  life.	  
	  
Amen.	  
	  
 
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,  
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness,  
 
it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity,  
it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness,  
 
it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair,  
we had everything before us, we had nothing before us,  
 
we were all going direct to Heaven,  
we were all going direct the other way –  
 
in short, the period was so far like the present period,  
that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received,  
 
for good or for evil,  
in the superlative degree of comparison only. 
 
A Tale of Two Cities 
 
Many of you may recognize the opening  
of the classic work of Charles Dickens,  
A Tale of Two Cities.   
 
This story is set during the years leading up to  
the French Revolution and culminates in the 
time of the Jacobin Reign of Terror. 
 
A period of violence noted for 
the deaths of tens of thousands.   
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John the Baptist walks into a similar scene 
in today’s gospel. 
  
John’s presence and preaching  
set him directly against Herod Antipas, 
the tetrarch, or ruler of Gallilee,  
who ruled over the area 
on behalf of the roman empire. 
 
It’s no secret that the roman empire 
was not a friend to the average man, 
woman or child residing in Gallilee  
in the first century. 
 
It’s a time when the poor  
were getting poorer at the  
expense of the Empire. 
 
A time when even those acting 
on behalf of the Empire were becoming disillusioned, 
were starting to see the corruption for what it was. 
 
It was a time ripe for revolution 
and radicals. 
 
Now John was becoming a very well 
known preacher in the region. 
 
He was even attracting gentiles 
with his proclamations 
and exhortations. 
 
And the crowds were populated  
with those who were ever  
more desperate for a change, 
for some good news to grasp onto.   
 
It sounds like the world 
in which we find ourselves today. 
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A world in which we are despairing 
of a day in which the news reports are not full 
of violence, war, hunger, and needless death. 
 
It’s a time of year when most of us  
just want to be able to believe 
in the world where everyone has enough,  
and where peace prevails. 
 
As the crowd gathers around 
John he understands that 
they want just such a world 
but are clueless as to how 
to bring it about.   
 
For those who are of the House 
of Israel, they even are  
want to believe that God 
has abandoned them. 
 
In response, John does not hold back. 
 
With the truth of the last prophet, 
he calls them out. 
 
You brood of vipers. 
you hypocrites! 
 
Who are you to be 
disappointed in God. 
 
Don’t think you can sit back 
and just claim to be God’s people 
without living as God’s people. 
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If John walked and preached 
among us today we might hear 
this as: 
 
 
It’s not enough to just say I’m a Christian 
or I believe in Jesus. 
 
Our lives must show forth that belief. 
We are hypocrites in our own 
right if we call others to baptism 
and yet fail to live into our own vows. 
 
Well this gets their attention 
and the crowd responds. 
 
Most of us want to participate 
in changing the injustices of this world, 
just so for the crowd gathered around John. 
 
“What then should we do?” the crowd asks. 
 
John responds with complete clarity: 
If you have an extra coat share it with 
someone who needs it. 
 
If you have extra food, give it 
to someone who needs it. 
 
The tax collectors chime in next: 
“What should we do?” 
 
Again John is crystal clear: 
Quit ripping people off. 
Just take what is due, 
Quit adding on an extra share to line your own pockets 
just because you can. 
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And then, amazingly, 
even the soldiers chime in, 
“And we, what should we do?” 
 
The very ones that are 
employed by the Roman Empire 
to protect the status quo for the powerful and elite 
ask the preacher,  
who wanders the countryside in camel skins, 
 
What should we do to 
undermine the Emperor!   
 
What radical and revolutionary 
acts of subversion should 
we engage in they ask. 
 
And John, true to his position as prophet, 
says: 
Stop abusing people, 
Stop threatening,  
Stop blackmailing people so you can get more money. 
 
A truly groundbreaking suggestion.  
 
Imagine the faces of those gathered in the crowd. 
 
Well, by now the entire crowd is  
convinced that John must be the One, 
The One that was to come and make all things right. 
 
But John assures them this is not the case. 
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He assures them that  
there is One that will be made known 
to them that is even more radical. 
 
And He, He will clear away the reticence from those who are 
not willing to live lives that enhance God’s kingdom. 
 
In essence, what John does is to  
empower the crowd to help 
usher in the Kingdom 
where hunger and poverty and violence and  
abusive power will be wiped away. 
 
John shows us,  
with clarity rarely found in scripture, 
exactly how Jesus will live out God’s desire for all humankind. 
 
Stop hoarding and stockpiling. 
No more abuse and oppression.   
 
Three times the crowd asked 
What should we do? 
 
They did not, take note,  
respond with 
What could we possibly do to change the world? 
 
That statement of defeat and despair  
we hear and feel all around us today. 
 
No, even the most unlikely members of the crowd, 
the Gentiles, who did not know God, ask: 
What can we do? 
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Just as there was then,  
there is plenty of food in the world  
today to feed everyone. 
 
There is enough medicine to cure 
the most common and yet deadly diseases. 
 
One quick peek in most of our closets 
will surely reveal that there is more than enough clothing  
to be had for every person in the world.  
 
There is no place in God’s kingdom 
for capriciously taking economic  
advantage of the poor, the elderly, 
the disadvantaged. 
 
John clearly shows us that God  
is well aware of the fact 
that poverty is neither an accident 
nor is it the fault of the poor. 
 
The fault lies in the fact that  
the world’s resources 
are controlled by the few 
at the expense of many.   
 
Both John the Baptizer and Jesus 
show us, through their actions 
and words, that this is not  
God's vision for all creation. 
 
I am bold to suggest that, 
if just half of us here, 
including myself, 
well actually, mostly me, 
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If we were to look around our homes 
today and box up the shoes and clothes 
we haven’t worn in the last year,  
 
and then throw in the cans  
or bags of food that sit on our shelves, 
 
waiting for that emergency we’re sure is headed our way,   
 
we could truly make a difference in the lives of our neighbors. 
 
Seriously.   
 
Jesus shows us that God's desire 
is not that the haves hold on to more 
than is necessary at the expense 
of those that have not. 
 
Three times John was asked, 
 
“What should we do?” 
By a crowd of people 
who didn’t like the world they were living in. 
 
A world that had corrupted them, 
and a world that was structured to the advantage of the few and the 
powerful 
at the expense of the least, the last, and the lost. 
 
The message, it seems to me, 
at the forefront of today’s gospel is: 
 
If you’re distressed at the world around you  
– do something.  
 
Do at least one thing. 
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And, If you’re not distressed at the state of the world 
come talk to me immediately after this service. 
 
But honestly, 
we can all do something. 
 
One thing. 
 
And that one thing can, 
and has in the past,  
changed the condition of the world for the better.   
 
Margaret Mead stated: 
 
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,  
committed citizens can change the world;  
indeed, it's the only thing that ever has."   
 
This is God's desire for humankind. 
 
People throughout time have reached their limit 
at being ruled by those who refuse to provide 
for their needs or give them a voice 
and in response have said "No more.  Enough." 
 
Think of Lech Walesa and all those who  
participated in the Solidarity Movement, 
The fall of the Berlin wall, 
 
Let's remind ourselves of all the Empires that existed for the 
purpose of supporting a few of the powerful and rich 
that have fallen throughout time.   
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Let us remember those in our country 
who decided to move to the front of the bus,  
to sit at lunch counters, 
to dare to demand that there should be equality in housing, 
healthcare, and education. 
 
We would do well to remind ourselves  
of our friend Daniel Majok Gai, 
who continues to work alongside many others 
in South Sudan for those privileges  
we often take for granted. 
 
Likewise, Pere Abiade,  
who works alongside the people of Petit Troupe 
and Colorado Haiti Project personnel 
to change the landscape in Haiti for the good of all. 
 
My prayer is that when we leave 
here today we will ask ourselves: 
 
What one thing would I like to change 
about my neighborhood, my community? 
 
I pray we also prayerfully reflect  
together as St. Andrew’s on 
how we believe St. Andrew’s can effect  
change in the world.  
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As the crowd waited with John in expectation 
for the One who was to come to usher in the Kingdom, 
 
So we wait for that day  
when we will see the fruition 
of our works done for the Glory of God. 
 
As we wait, let us lend our hearts and hands  
to those acts that John,  
and later Jesus himself, set before us as we ask: 
 
What will we do next? 


