
St. Martin's Chamber Choir presents "Shiru l'Adonai" (Sing unto the Lord): Jewish Sacred Choral Music 

this weekend on Friday and Sunday.  I've been pleased with the interest this concert seems to be 

generating among our usual St. Martin's audience (one woman came up to me at church yesterday and 

said "I've bought five tickets -- I don't know who will be using the other four yet, but I'll get someone to 

come along with me!"), and pre-sales are healthy.  Probably not a sell-out, but, assuming average walk-

up sales, each venue will look full-ish, which is nice. 

The music is a survey of some Jewish sacred choral music from across the centuries.  We begin with a 

comparison between Sephardic Psalmody and Gregorian chant to demonstrate the similarity, and 

therefore the derivation of some of Christianity's earliest chants.  We then jump to the Renaissance, 

where Italian Jewish composer Salamone Rossi began developing choirs in the synagogues where he was 

Cantor in Mantua and Venice.  Here the derivation appears to be in the other direction -- choral music 

fitted to the Jewish liturgy that was Christian in inspiration, as the music we will sing could easily have 

been written by a Gabrielli.  We then move on to the 19th century with examples of the work of 

Salomon Sulzer, a Viennese Cantor, including a work in Hebrew by Franz Shubert that he commissioned.  

We conclude the first half with three works for organ and choir by Berlin Cantor Lewis Lewandowski.  

The second half begins with one-and-a-half movements from Ernest Bloch's "Sacred Service," also for 

organ and choir, as well as a very prominent baritone solo.  We then conclude the concert with four a 

cappella works by living Jewish composers Joshua Jacobsen, Jonathan Miller, Yehudi Wyner, and Coreen 

Duffy.  The presence of a hand drum (tof) on a couple of those should have the audience in a very 

bouncy and energetic mood by concert's end!  :-) 

This is gorgeous music, and I encourage you to take a step out of your comfort zone and experience 

something new!  Two concerts, including our first at a Jewish place of worship: 

Fri., Feb.. 21, 7:30pm - St. Paul Community of Faith, 1600 Grant St. (Capitol Hill) 

Sun., Feb. 23, 3:00pm - Temple Emanuel, 51 Grape St. (Hilltop) 

Reserve tickets in advance by clicking here; or by calling the SMCC office at (303) 298-1970.  Tickets also 

available at the door. 

___________________ 

St. Martin's Chamber Choir celebrates its 26th Anniversary with a Gala similar to last year's 25th 

Anniversary bash.  Same venue (Knoebel Events Center at DU), and the same ticket price as last year 

($85) which includes dinner, two drink tickets, the show, a video, and lots of hob-nobbing!  It was so 

popular last year that everyone said "You should do this again!"  So we are. 

____________________ 

The St. Andrew's Friends of Music hosts a concert on Thursday, Feb. 27, 7:30pm featuring singer-

songwriter Buddy Mondlock.  He is probably best known for having written songs for the likes of Garth 

Brooks, Peter Paul and Mary, among many others; but for many people, no one renders a Buddy song 

quite like Buddy himself.  

 



Buddy attended the 11:00 service at St. Andrew's when he was coming through town last week, and was 

wowed by the choral and organ music in the service, speaking to me very warmly and kindly afterwards.  

He gets my enthusiastic endorsement as someone who knows quality music when he hears it!  ;-)  So I'll 

return the compliment next week. 

Come and support the music program at St. Andrew's by attending this concert, and the reception 

afterwards.  Suggested donation is $25, payable at the door.  

____________________ 

Evensong this week features the organ accompanying a group of about 8-10 singers marking the feast of 

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895), a great orator, writer, and one of the greatest African Americans in our 

history.  Here's the music: 

February 20, 2020, 5:45pm; Choral Evensong: Frederick Douglass 

Responses: Herbert Sumsion (1898-1992) 

Canticle of Light: "Abide with me" by William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 

Psalm: 85 – plainchant 

Service: A. Herbert Brewer (1865-1928) in E flat 

Anthem: "Steal Away to Jesus," African-American Spiritual arr. Dale Adelmann (1995) 

Office Hymn: 489 (Tallis' Ordinal)  

This coming Sunday concludes Epiphany, the season between Christmas and Lent.  And here's the music 

I've planned: 

 February 23, 2020, 9:00 and 11:00am; Last Sunday after Epiphany 

*Introit: "Fairest Lord Jesus," Moravian Folk Tune, arr. Timothy J. Krueger (2019) 

Anthem: "God omnipotent reigneth" by Charles Wood (1866‑1926) 

Fraction Anthem: "Oculi omnium" by Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

Communion motet: "Christ, whose glory fills the skies" by T. Frederick H. Candlyn (1892-1964) 

Hymns: 129 (Mowsley), *137 (Wareham), 134 (Jesu dulcis memoria), 135 (Salzburg) 

*Sung at 11:00 service only 

That's it for this week!  Many thanks. 

____________________ 
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