
 

I am very excited for St. Martin's to perform our first concert in a Jewish place of worship -- "Shiru 

l'Adonai" (Sing to the Lord) at Temple Emanuel.  I made a visit there last week and was very 

impressed with the beauty of the sanctuary.  Even though built in the 1950's, it had the feel of 

something ancient and holy, and I can't wait to hear the voices of my singers lifted in song in this 

special space.  I was conscious of being humbled: Who am I to think that I could bring Jewish 

music into a Jewish Temple (like the old adage, "bringing coals to Newcastle")?  Isn't this rather 

presumptuous?  I realized it was important that I not come in a spirit of teaching, as I often do for 

concerts, where I know that much of the music I present will be new to the audience, and I 

therefore want to give them the informational tools that might equip them to love it.  Rather, I 

come as someone newly educated and enthusiastic about this recently acquired knowledge. 

 

On Friday night, at St. Paul's Community of Faith, I will feel I am wearing my usual professor's hat 

(or perhaps I should say tweed coat), introducing something new and exciting to the curious and 

open-minded people that make up our typical audiences.  But on Sunday afternoon at Temple 

Emanuel, I admit to a bit of fear -- fear of appearing as the brash outsider who is disrespectful of a 

different tradition simply by being ignorant of it, or thinking I know anything about it at all.  Fear 

of coming off as a know-it-all about a repertoire that, even though I may very well have the 

enthusiasm of a recent discoverer, may very well make some people feel that I am not the one to 

be schooling them in it. 

 

But this frisson of nervousness is part of the excitement I feel about this concert.  I really am 

enthusiastic about everything on the program, and have an increased zeal to have our regular St. 

Martin's audiences get to know and like something that I have recently discovered, and that I 

hope to further expand my own knowledge of.  But if there are new audience members, 

particularly Jewish ones, I must be careful, and to tread softly and with humility. 

 

Here are the dates/venues: 

 Fri, Feb. 21, 7:30pm - St. Paul Community of Faith, 1600 Grant St. 

 Sun., Feb. 23, 3:00pm - Temple Emanuel, 51 Grape St. 

Reserve tickets in advance by clicking here; or by calling the SMCC office at (303) 298-

1970.  Tickets also available at the door. 

___________________ 

Although last year's 25th Anniversary Gala was conceived as a one-time celebration, it was agreed 

that everyone had such a good time, and so many people said "You should do this every year!", 

we decided to do exactly that.  Or at least to repeat it this year. 

 

So our 26th Anniversary Gala will be Friday, March 13, 6:30-9:30p.m., at the same venue as last 

year, the Fritz Knoebel Event Center on the University of Denver (DU) campus. 

 

Since 26 is my favorite number, our E.D. Courtney Huffman had the idea of calling this Gala "A Few 
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of my Favorite Things," with the emphasis on things that are my particular favorites.  To begin 

with, I created a list of my 10 favorite short choral works.  This was distributed late last year to our 

mailing list for people to vote on, and we will be performing the 5 "winners" as voted on by many 

of you, which are: 

 

C.V. Stanford – “Beati quorum via" 

Maurice Duruflé – “Ubi caritas” 

G. P. Palestrina – “Sicut cervus” 

Robert Pearsall – “Lay a garland” 

C.V. Stanford – “The Blue Bird” 

 

I also got to pick the menu, so my favorite foods will be featured (Haggis and Lutefisk -- yum! [just 

kidding]), and there will be the auctioning of some of my favorite items, as well. Each ticket (two 

price levels) includes both the meal and two alcoholic drinks (unlimited non-alcoholic drinks), plus 

the chance to hear the choir singing some favorites (oh, and free parking in one of the DU lots). 

 

Anyway, if you attended last year's Gala you know how much fun it was, and you'll want to come 

back!  And if you were not able to attend last year, consider it your luck that we are doing it again 

just for you!   

  

I would love to see all my friends there, raising a glass to St. Martin's Chamber Choir in celebration 

of 26 incredible years!  To read more, and reserve your tickets, click here. 

 

____________________ 

This week's Evensong is of the 2nd- and 4th-Thursday intimate variety (a cappella quartet), 

marking the feast of Absalom Jones (1746-1818), American Anglican Priest and early 

Abolitionist.  Here's the music I've chosen: 

 

February 13, 2020, 5:45pm; Choral Evensong: Absalom Jones 

Responses: Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) 

Canticle of Light: "Lord, we beseech thee" by Adrian Batten (1591-1637) 

Psalm:137  – plainchant 

Service: Thomas Kelway (c. 1695-1748) in B minor  

Anthem: "Walk together, children," African-American Spiritual, arr. Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949) 

Office Hymn: 603 (St. Botolph) 

 

On Saturday Tamara Schmiege's memorial service will take place at 11:00am.  Most of the St. 

Andrew's choir will be singing, joined by most of the Ascension Choir, as we "shared" 

Tamara.  Here's the music that she largely planned herself, with just a couple additions by me (like 

the Croft): 

  

February 15, 2020, 11:00am: Tamara Schmiege Memorial Service 
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Introit: "As we have borne" by Joseph Barnby (1838-1896) 

Procession: Burial Sentences ("I heard a voice from heaven") by William Croft (1678-1727) 

Psalm: 121 – Walford Davies chant 

Anthem: "Do not be afraid" by Philip W. J. Stopford (2015) 

Organ and cello: "Be still my soul" (Theme from Finlandia) by Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) 

Communion motet: Jesus Christ the Apple Tree, by Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987) 

The Commendation: Nunc dimittis (from the G major service) by Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-

1924) 

The Processional: "In paradisum," Gregorian Chant 

Hymns: 400 (Lasst uns erfreuen), 345 (Ellers), 367 (Rustington), 304 (Land of Rest), "When peace 

like a river." 

 

And finally, here's the music for this coming Sunday: 

 

February 16, 2020, 9:00 and 11:00 am; Epiphany 6 

*Introit: "Lord, we beseech thee" by Adrian Batten (1591-1637) 

Anthem: "Behold, How Good and Joyful," by John Clarke-Whitfeld (1770-1836) 

Fraction Anthem: Oculi omnium, by Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

Communion motet: "Beati quorum via" by Charles V. Stanford (1852-1924) 

*Sung at 11:00 service only 

Hymns: 3 (Herr Jesu Christ), *304 (Land of Rest), 635 (Wer nun den lieben Gott), 440 (Liebster Jesu) 

*11:00 only 

 

That's it for this week. 

 

Tim 

 

 

____________________ 
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