
Over the weekend, you received by email a link to a “Vision Forward” document that 
provides a history of the parish, a background on the partnership with Mental Health 
Center of Denver to build permanent supportive housing for the homeless, a summary of 
what we’ve heard from you all, and reflections on some of the concerns that have been 
raised. 
 
This has truly been a crucial time for St. Andrew’s,  and for some of us - I hope for most - we 
see two good things in conflict.  As Mother Elizabeth has recently reminded us in her Palm 
Sunday Sermon, a discernment like the one we’re asking you to do now and next week is 
not a moral choice, but rather a decision between goods in a world where we believe we 
are loved by a good God.  
 
I love the way that recent Presiding Bishop (Katharine Jefferts Schori) described conflict in 
our life together.  She says, 
“Conflict at its most basic is a difference between one or more views of the way things are 
or should be. In theological terms, we are in conflict because we have not yet arrived at the 
fullness of the Kingdom of God, and we will be in conflict until the Second Coming. Simply 
put, that means that God is still at work, and therefore, hope should abound! Conflict is a 
sign of life and a necessary precursor to growth. That said, conflict still generates fear or 
discomfort in most of us.”  
 
I encourage you to read the “Vision Forward” document - and if you’re tempted just to skim 
to certain parts, then you’re the one who needs to read the whole thing, especially the parts 
you feel less interested in.  If you’re tempted just to read the parts that confirm your own 
views, than you’re the one who needs to read the other parts, too. 
 
Read with the love of God and not with fear.  Read knowing that those with whom you may 
disagree also believe in that love of God, and also hold this place dear in their hearts. 
 
Take into consideration some of the good things that might be in tension within your own 
mind.  For me, some of those tensions are: 

● protection of space vs. sharing of space 
● introspection vs. outward looking 
● easy vs. difficult choice 
● role of the St. Andrew’s community vs. role of living in community  
● respite from the world with the beauty of our worship vs. sanctuary for our world’s 

most vulnerable 
 



Take into consideration the degree to which this partnership reflects, for you,  our vision 
and mission. 
 
Mental Health Center of Denver’s vision is “enriching lives and minds by focusing on 
strengths and well-being.”  Like St. Andrew’s, MHCD has a three-fold mission: 

making a difference / mental health literacy / expanding access 
 
Our vision:  
“the tree of life is growing here” 

 
Our mission: we are called: 

to offer sanctuary in the city  
to grow in God’s love  
to seek renewal of the world 

 
In addition, we are linked together in our baptismal covenant to seek Christ in all persons 
and to respect the dignity in all human beings. 
 
Some questions as you meditate and deliberate in your own personal discernment this 
week: 
Where do you see overlap between those missions?  
What choice gives you hope for your personal connection to God? 
What choice gives you hope for this parish? For the world? 
 
And finally, from today’s gospel: 
What can we believe without seeing?  Can we believe in the history of this place, that has so 
often been in the midst of the changes of the world?  
 
The anxiety of the future is all around us, no matter what we do - and it’s not going 
anywhere.  
The lessons of the past, too, are not going anywhere.  They tell us that we survive and that 
we’ll continue to be a still point in the turning of the world. 
So, though this is a crucial moment for us, our history tells us that something good emerged 
from crucial moments of the past, too. 
 
A few months ago, a fellow parishioner related what Dorothy Elliott (longtime parishioner 
who passed away recently) told her about St. Andrew's: though it has changed in form and 
structure since its abbey years, Dorothy was sure that its spirit would never be in jeopardy.  
 



This sacred space has attended to children with chronic illnesses in the 1930s, to gay men 
dying of AIDS in the 1980s and to homeless women in the 2010s.  It has challenged us to 
seek Christ in all persons.  
 
This sacred space has celebrated weddings of the young and the not-so-young; the straight 
and the not-so-straight; the governor and the not-so-governor.  In this space, we’ve hosted 
Irish mystics, conferences of Anglican Musicians, singing bowl practitioners, poets, 
playwrights, harpsichordists, and Russian painters.  We’ve oohed and aahed when a 1980s 
British pop singer showed up at the Still Point, and also when the beauty of our worship 
touched the soul of the pierced and tattooed man who sauntered into the middle of 
worship recently, whispering audibly that what he heard ‘was dope’! 
Our lawns have seen Easter vigil fires, egg hunts, sleeping bags, movies, yarn art, tire 
swings, outdoor church.  This place has challenged us to seek beauty in the least among us, 
and to create beauty with what we have. 
 
I have a deep belief in the goodness of this place, in the goodness of our vision and mission, 
in the goodness of the beauty of our worship, and above all, the goodness of each of you, 
which reflects the goodness of a good God.  That’s a lot of goods.  Let’s keep the goodness 
alive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


