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This has been a busy month. On the 3rd we had a 3 hour long Vestry meeting. On the 5th, 
Melissa presented at Exploring Life and Faith about art in Anglicanism. 2 days after that, a 
bunch of us spent a whole Saturday at Discovery Day, envisioning a narrative about St. 
Andrews. The following Tuesday was another Vestry meeting, preceded by a special session 
where some of us spent extra time studying the budget. Last weekend, 6 of us went Grand 
Junction to attend the Annual Diocesan Convention - a meeting of all the Episcopal churches in 
Colorado. Monday evening, we TSE youth mentors met with Zoe to work on our Sunday 
morning program. 

 

I know that many of you can recite a similar schedule. We balance commitments to church with 
paying jobs and families. If I overthink it I get overwhelmed. Don’t remind me that the holidays 
are coming up. 

 

But it’s not as draining as it sounds. I try to think of it this way: what we bring, God combines 
with what others bring, and multiplies it abundantly. 

 

This time of year we focus on the pledge drive and think about what financial contribution we 
will make to St. Andrew's in the coming year. We have to. The bills don't pay themselves.  

 

But it takes more than money to make this parish a living space. What else can we bring? 
Ourselves. Our energy, love, and passion. 

 

I can easily spend 6 hours a week at church, not including Sunday mornings. Most of that time 
is in meetings. But I'll tell you a secret. I like church meetings. I always have.  

 

I know, most people say they hate meetings. But for me, church meetings are different. 
Working with fellow parishioners to get something done means we are bringing the church 
alive. We are answering God's call to be of service. It is energizing. It is life-giving. It is the 
body of Christ in action.  

 

I can see the holy spirit moving in the Vestry as we deliberate, every one of us alert, each of us 
deeply caring, even when we make difficult or frustrating decisions. I experience Jesus in the 
hard work of the Exploring Life and Faith committee as we organize a program designed to get 
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the word out about an important issue, or when we fight with the projector so that a passionate 
speaker can express themselves. I see God’s face in the Racial Reconciliation and Social Justice 
Task Force as we struggle with how to address the seemingly endless pain in our country and 
community.  

 

Even when it's hard, putting myself into this congregation pays off in abundance, with the 
knowledge, the joy, that I'm part of something bigger. We at St. Andrew's make a difference in 
our neighborhood, in our city, in the greater Episcopal Church, and in the world.  

 

It's not that I don't get tired. Just ask my husband Clyde - I come home grumpy sometimes 
after church meetings. But even when I’m tired, the energy, love, and passion has been 
renewed and before long, I’m ready to bring it again.  

 

We bring energy, love, and passion. God combines it with what others bring, and multiplies it 
abundantly. 

 


