
Tamara Schmiege died of Ovarian Cancer on January 31, 2020 at age 48.  
  
Tamara was born to Rick and Laurel Schmiege in Lansing, Michigan and spent her childhood in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, and Rochester, Michigan. She was the oldest of four daughters to Rick 
and Laurel. 
  
Tamara’s life was surrounded by music, art, and the church. From an early age, her mother 
taught her the piano, took her to symphony concerts, and encouraged her to study the organ. 
She attended the Interlochen Arts Academy for all four years of high school and went on to 
study at the Eastman School of Music, Indiana University, and the University of Michigan. 
Tamara loved serving as Director of Music and Organist for Lutheran and Episcopal parishes in 
Texas and Colorado. She especially enjoyed her work at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Fort 
Collins and Ascension Episcopal Church in Denver. In each of her positions, she was particularly 
fond of marketing and communications, which inspired her to study graphic arts and web 
design. Her career progressed into a happy combination of online communications and church 
music. 
  
Tamara loved her work at Interweave and was inspired by her colleagues and friends to begin 
sewing quilts. She found great joy in sewing and completed 10 quilts in the time between her 
initial cancer diagnosis in 2015 and its recurrence in 2018. 
 

Tamara is preceded in death by her grandparents and her Uncle, Cameron Tonn. She is survived 
by her fiancé, Richard LaMonte, and his children Penelope and Porter LaMonte, her father and 
mother, Rick and Laurel Schmiege, her sisters, Marci Schmiege, Liza Schmiege, and Amanda 
Schmiege, her Aunts and Uncles, Jane Tonn-Kreski and John Kreski, Susan Wilson and Jim 
Wilson, four cousins, her ex-husband, Michael Wright, and four step-children, Alicia Wright, 
Christopher and Chika Wright, and David Wright. A Memorial Service will be held at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church 2015 Glenarm, Denver, CO 80205 on Saturday, February 15th at 11:00 am. 
Memorial gifts may be made to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church Friends of Music 2015 Glenarm Pl, 
Denver, CO 80205 or to Interlochen Center for the Arts, Tamara Schmiege Memorial Gifts, PO 
Box 199 Interlochen, MI 49643 or 231-276-7623 or www.interlochen.org/memorial. 

 

 


