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Exodus 32:1-14 

Psalm 106:1-6 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 

 

My great grandparents were married 

About a hundred and twenty years ago. 

 

On their 50th anniversary, 

They had a big party, 

Under the big trees 

On their big farm 

Near the great river. 

They invited all their neighbors, 

Their friends, their family, 

All the hired hands 

And the hired hands from 

The farm across the road. 

 

Some people came in their Sunday best, 

And some people came in the best they had -- 

Their overalls, freshly washed and pressed. 

 

Why are those people only wearing overalls, 

Said one of the children gathered under the shade of the big trees. 

They should be wearing party clothes. 

 

Well, said another child, 

I think those overalls look real nice, 

When they're all washed and ironed like that. 

 

The party was for everyone, 

No matter who they were, 

Whatever they did, 

Whatever they wore. 

 

Everyone was invited to the feast. 

 

And so it is in the kingdom of God. 

Over and over, 

In the words of the prophets and the actions of Jesus 

Scripture tells us of the great feast 

Prepared for all people. 
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Everyone is invited, 

Always. 

 

That's the heart and soul 

Even of the difficult parable we hear today. 

 

Don't be fooled by the interpretive gloss 

About those who are thrown out, left out, 

Cast into the outer darkness 

Where they weep and gnash their teeth. 

 

Jesus never said that. 

His stories are about welcome for all. 

 

That gnashing of teeth part – 

That's the voice of an anxious and hostile community 

Grieved over the loss and separation and disappointment 

That came from the parting of the ways  

Of first century Christians and Jews.  

 

The voice of Jesus is in the words of invitation, 

The command of the king 

to find everyone, everywhere, 

And bring them in, 

So that the banquet hall is 

Filled with people. 

 

So what about the guy wearing overalls 

Instead of a party suit? 

What about the woman wearing a garbage bag, 

The child with no shoes? 

 

Will Jesus throw them out? 

 

Jesus said a lot of harsh things. 

In his boundless compassion 

And his quest for God's justice, 

He startled and amazed and affronted. 

 

But he never, I believe, 

Never cast anyone into the outer darkness, 

Where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Throw that part of the passage 

into the outer darkness. 
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So, what’s left? 

What does the parable tell us? 

 

Again, just this – 

Everyone is invited. 

But we have to accept the invitation. 

 

In the world of Jesus 

As in so many parts of the world 

Then and today 

The arrival of a guest was a blessing, 

And a feast was an occasion 

To give gifts to the guests. 

 

And often the gifts were clothing – 

One of the precious items 

In the ancient world, 

Where every inch of cloth 

Was woven by hand, from yarn spun by hand, 

From wool or linen gathered and cleaned and carded by hand. 

 

And the gift of clothing 

Had a symbolic meaning 

As well as a real value.  

A gift of clothing meant care, 

compassion, 

forgiveness. 

 

Think about the stories of our faith. 

God makes clothing for Adam and Eve. 

God gives the exiles the mantle of praise 

Instead of a faint spirit 

When they return to the land of promise. 

 

The forgiving father 

Puts a robe on his prodigal son 

When he welcomes him home 

And brings him in to share the feast. 

 

Just so, in this story, 

The king surely offered garments to the guests. 

This is a story about God’s gifts. 

 

This may look like a parable about exclusions 

But in fact, 

It's about inclusion – 
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The ultimate inclusion that is the welcome and acceptance of God. 

If we accept the gift. 

 

But we have to accept. 

 

So often we look at the gifts of God, 

And try to return them 

And get something else in exchange. 

 

God gave the precious gift of the law 

To the children of Israel when they came out of Egypt. 

Jesus gave the gift of the kingdom 

Hidden in plain sight for all to enter and enjoy. 

 

But what do we do 

When we receive these gifts? 

 

The children of Israel ignored the law 

And danced around the golden calf. 

The crowds listened to Jesus 

But in the end they turned away from the feast. 

 

The early Christians listened to Paul 

But kept on quarreling and losing heart. 

 

And we are no different. 

 

All of us, at some time or other, 

Say no thank you, 

I have better things to do than join the feast. 

 

God's eternal invitation  

And our power to choose – 

That’s what this story is really about. 

 

Why stand outside, 

Kicking up the dust with the toe of your worn out shoes, 

Saying you can't come to the party 

Because you have nothing to wear? 

 

Why come in to the party, 

But then refuse to accept the party clothes, 

Turning up your nose at the gift 

And insisting that your worn out rags are just fine? 

 

Cinderella knew better – 
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It’s simple to accept the gift  

And join the party. 

 

All we have to do is say yes, 

And we can put on the garment  

And join the wedding feast.  

 

Now, on many Sundays, 

this would seem to be a fairly simple lesson – 

Simple, if not easy. 

 

But today is different. 

 

How can we not notice 

The delightful, 

Momentous irony 

Of this story in this moment? 

A story about a marriage feast – 

As marriage equality comes to Colorado. 

 

One of the great signs of God's promise 

And the fulfillment of our hopes 

Is the marriage feast. 

An invitation to all. 

 

The banquet hall is filled with people. 

No one who wants to be there is thrown out. 

Putting on the garment freely offered, 

As a gift, 

Is the sign that we accept the invitation, 

 

No one is thrown out. 

Everyone is welcome 

At the wedding feast. 

 

That's God's intention. 

 

And the day is closer now, 

When we will see God's intention 

Reflected in our actions. 

 

Marriage equality is real now 

In the State of Colorado. 

 

Marriage equality will come to the church soon. 
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When it happens, 

It will be one sign of God's justice 

Becoming real in the world. 

 

And we will be part of that justice. 

 

We have come to understand our mission, 

Our calling from God, 

As a call to seek the renewal of the world. 

 

The full welcome and inclusion 

Of all God’s children 

Will be one sign that the world 

can become new, 

Fresh and whole 

As God intends it to be. 

 

Marriage – in its ideal form – 

is one of the great signs 

Of God's will for human flourishing. 

 

Not everyone finds the joy of marriage, 

Not everyone finds marriage a joy. 

Not everyone is called to the difficult challenge of marriage.  

 

But the exclusion of anyone on principle, 

From the responsibility and privilege of marriage, 

Is an injustice – 

Dehumanizing and wrong. 

In this country, 

Slaves were not allowed to marry. 

We recognize that now 

As one of the hallmarks of a system  

That trapped all of us 

And tore us away from God’s intention for us.   

 

And so it is, we see now, 

With the exclusion of lgbtq people 

Of all faiths and no faith 

From the sacrament and legal protection of marriage. 

 

Not every will marry. 

Some will wish to, long to, 

And will not find the partner 

Of their hearts. 
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Others will try and fail, 

Others will choose partnership of a different kind, 

 

Some will say marriage has no meaning for them, 

 

Others will rush to the altar 

To make a sacred vow. 

 

It is not for us to decide 

What any individual or couple should do. 

 

It is for us, 

As a Christian community, 

To show forth the justice of God 

Becoming real in the world. 

 

God sets a table in our midst, 

And it is open to all. 

 

Everyone is welcome. 

There is enough for everyone. 

No one will lack for a party dress. 

 

Forget the outer darkness. 

All you have to do is turn away from it. 

 

Just listen for the invitation, 

And come. 

 

 

 

 

 


