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October 19, 2014 
Sally Thomas 
 
Exodus 33:12-23  
Psalm 99  
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 
 
Gracious and loving God,  
be our guide  
as we seek You together today. 
Amen 
 
One of the great truth’s about people,  
Whether back in Jesus’ day 
Or right now, 
Is the power of the unspoken message. 
 
When I was in nursing school, 
And learning how to teach patients  
what they would need to know after their discharge,  
it was underscored again and again that  
90% of what you do is memorable, 
but only 10% of what you say. 
 
Show rather than tell. 
 
The unspoken message, 
What you do,  
becomes 
the story that matters. 
 
We have a new volunteer in Godly Play.  
Actually, 
we have five new volunteers  
serving as Godly Play ministers. 
Oh, and many more of you 
Working behind the scenes. 
You know who you are, 
And thank-you! 
 
But I digress. 
 
One new volunteer, 
Armed with the kind of naiveté  
that allows 
For deep aha’s, 
 
 

http://www.textweek.com/pentateuch/ex33.htm
http://www.textweek.com/writings/psalm99.htm
http://www.textweek.com/pauline/1thess1.htm
http://www.textweek.com/pauline/1thess1.htm
http://www.textweek.com/pauline/1thess1.htm
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After Godly Play reading 
and Godly Play training, 
and Godly Play observation, 
and learning the story for that Sunday  
by heart, 
over many hours, 
that volunteer  
did a wondrous job of 
sharing the story and leading the worship 
with the younger circle of children. 
 
After each Godly Play worship time, 
the adult volunteers always  
check-in with one another. 
 
So, I said to our new volunteer 
(as I usually do) 
“What was your favorite part  
of Godly Play today?” 
To which she responded, 
With an expression of amazement, 
“I realize that 
We (making all around gesture) 
are the story.” 
 
Our “unspoken message” of welcome, 
Trust, worship, play, 
And the pure joy  
of making a place for the Holy Spirit together 
Speaks far more than any words we say. 
 
So, 
if “we are the story,” 
Then we are called as people of faith 
To make sure the story, the unspoken one, 
Is the story that we want to be telling! 
How is it being read by those around us? 
 
And, 
How do we know if our story  
Aligns with the story God wants us to be telling? 
 
As, we continue to march  
through Matthew’s Gospel  
perhaps, you can feel  
that our gospel writer  
is getting increasingly anxious, 
maybe even desperate,  
to ensure that his community of faithful Jews, 
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30-some years 
after Christ’s death, 
understands  
that Jesus was the fulfillment of their Hebrew scriptures 
he was and is the Messiah.  
 
At this point in this story, 
Jesus has turned to Jerusalem  
And come there for the last time. 
And he is now ensconced in the Temple, 
Teaching and praying every day, 
And making the Jewish leadership  
Very uneasy. 
 
Gone from today’s gospel reading 
are those o-so softly tossed  
But power-packed parables  
That we have become so accustomed to  
Over these past weeks from Matthew. 
 
Instead, 
we are awed by 
Jesus’s creative “wiliness” 
And pitch perfect response. 
He didn’t “take the bait” 
Of the “malicious ones,” 
Of the hypocrites. 
 
And while there will be a few 
More of Jesus’ parables for us to hear 
in the weeks ahead, 
we don’t seem to have a parable here. 
 
Or do we? 
 
My favorite way to understand parables  
comes from, 
you guessed it, 
Godly Play. 
 
Before we share a particular parable in Godly Play, 
We always start by noticing together 
That parables are precious gifts  
that were given to everyone, 
for all times, 
even us today. 
 
Even though they are 2,000 years old. 
Parables are not just for the people in the Bible. 
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And still, despite their brevity,   
it is never simple with parables. 
 
 
Parables, we say, 
“…can be like closed boxes, 
Hard to open or enter at times, 
But worth coming back to 
because someday that parable will open up for you.” 
 
We don’t have to understand a parable 
But we shouldn’t stop trying either. 
 
So I wonder if, 
Jesus was not only the teller of parables 
But was also a living parable himself? 
The Truest Parable 
A precious gift,  
given freely to anyone who wishes, 
brief,  
and sometimes, hard to understand… 
But we keep trying. 
 
What if Jesus, 
and how he lived among us, 
Was God’s parable, 
A living parable,  
a present, 
Gifted to us as a man known as Jesus? 
 
Certainly, Jesus  
Showed us the way 
Through his spoken messages 
In the form of parables, and simple observations like 
“Give to the emperor what is the emperor’s, 
and to God what is God’s” 
 
But, could it be that 
in Jesus’ living and dying, 
His unspoken message, 
His whole story, 
That God is offering us a way 
to know God better? 
 
God has given us 
a guide,  
in the story of a person - 
the way to help us know how to write 
our own story. 
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If we understand  
as the Greeks did, 
that a parable is a story 
that we can lay down alongside our own story, 
this parable that was and is Jesus 
becomes a compass 
And a mirror 
That points us to 
The Way 
the Truth 
the Life. 
 
God is so brilliant! 
In the ancient Hebrew texts, 
God “commanded” 
And “spoke.” 
Now God speaks with a story, a parable, 
An unspoken message, 
That is a man who is also God 
Who lived among us 
To show us the way. 
 
So our part, 
our call, 
is to lay our stories, 
our regular, human lives 
alongside Jesus’ story -  
his life, his death, and his resurrection - 
every single day - 
because we need direction and clarity. 
 
It is all right there. In Him. 
 
But what about our collective story  
(circling gesture) 
as St. Andrew’s 
here in downtown Denver? 
How does our story  
look alongside  
the guiding parable that  
is Jesus? 
 
Is the Tree of Life growing here  
as our story, 
our vision, 
our spoken message 
proclaims? 
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I say “Yes” and if you are not sure, 
Just come downstairs,  
or over to the Common Room while the youth meet, 
or even to our nursery 
and be a fly on the wall. 
The story there  
is a small but very real piece  
of “our story” here at St. Andrew’s. 
 
There is a parable  
happening here, 
just as it was in the Temple, 
Where Jesus is surrounded 
By seekers, and doubters, and challengers, 
Who were not so different than us. 
 
The invitation,  
to align one’s story with Jesus’ 
was as much for those  
malicious Pharisees  
and the Herodians, 
the ones who baited Jesus and 
who left “amazed” at what they heard… 
 
As it was also for all those followers and seekers 
that were there, 
in his midst, 
wanting to know Jesus 
and figure out who he truly was 
and what that meant for each them, 
in the story of their regular, ordinary lives. 
 
The transformation happening then  
is also happening now. 
Our story today 
Is a piece  
of an ongoing transformation 
that has always has been 
going on 
here at St. Andrew’s, 
A growing story. 
At least from what I have experienced  
and heard from many of you  
with far more St. Andrew’s years  
under your belts. 
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Even our children  
proudly tell stories  
of their pieces of our St. Andrew’s story, 
“I remember when  
I was the only baby here,” or 
“My mom and dad were married here  
when the church was “shorter.” 
 
As we retreated on a Sunday in Lent 
last spring,  
one of our TSE youth perhaps said it best, 
“Our church is cool  
because it’s always the same  
even though things here  
are always changing.” 
 
Jesus is our parable. 
We are His story. 
 
Amen 


