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Proper 13 
Year A 

Phil. 2:1-13 
Mt 21:23-32 

 
 

Come Holy Spirit, give life to my words. 
 
In the name of God… creator, redeemer and giver of life. 
 
Amen. 
 

 
Jesus is confronted with a  
hostile group of religious elites 
regarding his teaching. 
 
I think it’s will help us to set the scene,  
Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem riding on a donkey 
with crowds welcoming him as 
though he were Lord and King. 
 
He has created a scene in a most sacred place 
by driving out those who were selling 
and buying in the temple.   
Unleashing his temper on those around him. 
 
Following that he heals the blind and the lame 
that come to him while still in the temple. 
 
Then the confrontation at the beginning of  
today’s gospel occurs on the 
heels of Jesus’ cursing the fig tree  
and denouncing the bystanders  
for their lack of faith. 
 
All of this as the Festival of Passover begins. 
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It’s no small wonder to me that  
the religious powers confront 
Jesus demanding to know 
Just Who does he think he is, anyway? 
 
 
It’s the startling behavior from Jesus, 
during one of the most sacred festivals, 
that of Passover, 
and the resulting zeal of the crowds 
hailing Jesus as Lord and King 
that sets off the chief priests and elders.  
 
Imagine, if you will, how we might  
react if we were to experience  
a similar set of events. 
 
Say, if we were gathered together 
at Diocesan Convention, 
and crowds begin to chant 
Hosanna, welcome to the 
One who comes in the name of the  
Lord to someone we’ve never before seen? 
 
And then what if that person tears 
around overturning all the vendor 
booths? 
 
And then what if that person 
continues by standing in the  
middle of the gathering and 
denouncing all there gathered as faithless 
slackers? 
 
Well, it would certainly get 
the most attention anyone 
would have received since 
I’ve been attending Dio Convention. 
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But more importantly, 
we might very well demand of that person, feel 
as do the chief priest and elders, 
on who’s authority are they acting. 
 
You know, these passages 
I’ve just shared with you, 
of Jesus arriving in Jerusalem 
for the festival of Passover 
and the ensuing interactions 
with the temple elite and crowds, 
they Might not be what I would  
hold up as evidence 
of the humbleness of Jesus. 
 
But on the other hand,  
passages such as these 
help me to paint a more 
realistic vision of Paul’s 
call to the church in Phillipi. 
 
When we hear Paul’s beautiful hymn: 
 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus: 
 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
 
but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
 
And being found in human form,  
   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross….. 
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Beautiful and moving as it is, 
I have no illusions that I  
am likely to live up to  
that call to humility and  
singleness of purpose. 
 
So being able to compare and 
contrast that with the gospel passages 
I’ve just shared with you helps me to  
temper Paul’s call to humility. 
 
If I’m honest, I hear such a passage and  
it’s easy for me to just dismiss the relevance 
to my life. 
 
I can’t envision the call to me to use  
a hymn such as this as a mandate for 
how I conduct my life. 
 
But then when I open myself 
with serious intent 
and a desire born out of  
my faith, 
I can begin to see 
that it is a guide, 
not a mandate. 
 
I hear Paul’s call to the church 
and I think, I just can’t 
live into that. 
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Madeline L’Engle says: 

“In a very real sense not one of us is qualified,  
but it seems that God continually chooses  
the most unqualified to do his work,  
to bear his glory.  
 
If we are qualified,  
we tend to think that we have done the job ourselves.  
 
If we are forced to accept our evident lack of qualification,  
then there's no danger 
 that we will confuse God's work with our own,  
or God's glory with our own.”  
 
― Madeleine L'Engle, Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art 

 
Time and time again 
I meet people in the community 
who are at work in amazing 
ways to change the condition 
of this city and the world for the better. 
 
I am in awe of their 
love and compassion 
which allows them to help 
those who have been told 
over and over again that they 
are crazy, or stupid, or worthless, 
to let go of those labels and believe  
that they are loved. 
 
I was at Irving Street Shelter 
this past week and I have 
deep respect for those  
who work on the frontlines 
with those in crisis. 
 
It is truly humbling to see 
how they are able to  
rebuild, if you will, 
women who have been  
so denigrated. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/106.Madeleine_L_Engle
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1136355
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To look them in the eye 
over and over again 
with love and compassion 
so that they begin to believe 
that they are the wonderful 
beings that they have been created to be. 
 
The women will tell you that  
because they try to become 
invisible on the streets 
for their safety,  
after living this way for a while,  
for some years, 
they lose touch with who they are, 
they begin to feel they are invisible 
in the sense that they are unseen and 
not worthy. 
 
 
It’s remarkable to see the women 
shed their defensiveness, their  
safety mechanisms and begin 
to show forth their beauty. 
 
They begin to laugh, sing and even dance. 
 
Many of you see similar 
results in the places 
where you are at work  
in the community. 
 
Time and again  
I have the opportunity 
to hear from you all 
of the places and the work 
you are involved with 
transforming a broken 
and suffering world. 
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We have experienced 
that when we are about 
renewing God’s creation 
we come close to God. 
 
We know in the core of our 
being that we are in partnership 
with the divine in shaping,  
transforming and creating the  
Kingdom of God. 
 
Here and now. 
  
We have experienced that  
feeling of receiving more than we give. 
 
We know that we show up 
at Metro CareRing, Family Promise, 
Haiti, Sudan,  
Irving Street, St. Francis Center,  
prisons, hospitals, nursing homes 
 
Not because we think we’re going to 
get some prize,  
some channel 7 plaque 
recognizing our efforts….. 
 
But instead,  
because we believe,  
we know,  
we have faith, 
that when we reach out to  
others out of love and compassion 
we are at work as God has created 
us to be. 
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To quote Saint Augustine: 

There is something in humility 

which strangely exalts the heart. 
 

We come close to the humility 
and singleness of purpose to 
which Paul calls the church in Phillipi 
when we are engaged in heart work. 
 
And, this I believe, is the humility to 
which we are being called. 
 
That which enables us to heal 
and renew a broken and suffering world. 
 
This is, I believe, the humility of  
Jesus and of the church 
that Paul envisions. 
 
It is the humility which renews us, 
renews those we serve,  
and renews the world. 
 
 
For it is God who is at work in us, 
enabling us both to will and to work 
for God’s renewal of the world. 
 


