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Proper 11 
Year A 

Genesis 28:10-19a 
Mt 13:24-30-36-43 

 
 
 

Come Holy Spirit, give life to my words. 
 
In the name of God… creator, redeemer and giver of life. 
 
Amen. 
 

 
The story set forth in Genesis  
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and their families  
is not a pretty one on many levels.   
 
It may well be the perfect picture of the dysfunctional family. 
 
Rife with deception, anger, violence, arrogance and obstinacy.  
 
But at it’s heart, it is the story of god’s faithfulness to a people 
imbued with the spirit  
and our forebears attentiveness to the Spirit 
and their faithfulness to God. 
 
Today we hear a small part of the story 
where Jacob is escaping his brother’s rage 
after having deceived their father Isaac into  
giving him the blessing intended for his brother Esau. 
 
Jacob is on his way to the family and land of his 
mother Rebekah and his mother’s father to find  
a women to become his wife. 
 
To find the woman who will him to fulfill 
the prophecy regarding his offspring. 
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Jacob makes it as far as Haran where  
he decides to make camp for the night. 
he settles in, and using a rock as his pillow,  
falls into a deep sleep in which he encounters God. 
 
Jacob, recognizing this encounter for what it was 
marks the place and names it Bethel,  
which means House of God.  
 
 
Joy Moore, asst professor of preaching at Fuller Theol Seminary, states: 
 
“We mark births, deaths, anniversaries, and graduations.” 
 
And I might add baptisms.  
 
“But we rarely mark public places  
where we taste heaven on earth.   
 
We construct buildings and invite God in,  
but on the occasion of life-transforming moments 
too often we neglect to name God as present.”   
 
Like Jacob we must point to the glimpses of heaven 
that occur within the ordinary.   
 
This is how we witness to heaven on earth. 
 
The story of the lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob  
show that God uses our humanness,  
even when we attempt to thwart god’s purposes. 
 
Our actions of justice, grace, and faithfulness  
practiced at home  
are as much a witness to God  
as our public proclamations and protests. 
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How often do we fail to recognize 
God in our midst in our everyday lives? 
 
Or more importantly, when we do  
Recognize those encounters 
Do we keep them to ourselves? 
 
Our charge is to proclaim. 
 
To use our prophetic voices 
To proclaim that God is in our  
Midst despite the chattering of the pundits. 
 
We know it.   
We feel it. 
We live out of this knowledge and experience. 
 
Sarah Miles from her book,  City Of God, Faith In The Streets: 
 
God’s blessing is everywhere.   
And so paying attention outside of church buildings 
 – as well as paying attention inside church buildings –  
becomes a way to see more of God from different angles,  
uncovering more meanings.   
 
Whether in the midst of a literal city,  
or in the suburbs, or on a lonely mountainside,  
worship outside of church buildings  
allows a glimpse of the world, the whole world, transformed. 
 
This passage is reminder to us 
To wake up 
To recognize that God is in our midst 
Wherever we may be. 
 
God is not just in those emotionally 
Charged and obvious moments 
Like birth, marriage and baptism, 
But also in those more mundane 
Moments when we FEEL 
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Heaven and earth meet. 
 
Those moments when we simply 
take the time to look around 
at our community, our neighbors 
to recognize the transformation 
in little acts of born of love, justice and grace. 
 
Sarah Miles again: 
 
What I love about the Mission district itself 
is that it’s where heaven and earth  
are revealed as part of a continuum,  
and faith not as a performance  
but an extension of real life. 
 
 
More often than not, 
these days we hear or see the news reports 
and we wonder  
where is God? 
 
But sometimes, just once in awhile 
we recognize heaven on earth. 
 
If you were listening to the news  
this past week you may have heard  
this little piece of good news. 
 
Robby Eimers, a 12 yr old from New Haven, MI  
has made it his business to “help his friends.”   
 
The friends he refers to  
just happen to be homeless individuals  
living in nearby Detroit. 
 
Robby was first introduced to this community,  
in the middle of winter 3 years ago, when he was 9. 
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Robby’s grandmother took him  
to donate some coats and blankets,  
which Robby had purchased 
with his own birthday money and allowance. 
 
Robby’s encounter with this community  
resulted in him saying to his family  
that they needed to do more to help his friends. 
 
So they started by occasionally  
taking some food, clothing, and toiletries 
to the same location in Detroit.   
 
Then it became a monthly visit  
and now it is a weekly visit, every Saturday. 
 
Every Saturday, Robby,  
members of his family, and various friends,  
drive into Detroit  
to deliver food, water, clothing, and other items. 
 
Some of these are donated by friends,  
neighbors and now even some corporations. 
 
Robby still purchases many items with his own money. 
 
Robby and his gang start on Friday night  
by making sack lunches,  
which Robby’s younger sister Emma decorates.  
 
Sometimes they break out the grill on Saturday 
and offer up hot dogs or fish. 
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As Robby says, 
 

 
 

 
Now, just so you don’t think  
Robby’s not a typical 12 year old….. 
Robby says he does want to be president  
when he grows up  so he can end homelessness. 
 
But before that  
….he’s going to play baseball  
for the Detroit Tigers because,  
you know, you can’t be president until you’re 35. 
 
Robby recognized the moment,  
3 years ago, when he encountered God.    
 
Robby has marked the spot,  
but more importantly,  
through the transformative and loving way 
he lives his life  
he witnesses to heaven on earth. 
 
Do we? 
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Joy Moore: 
Jacob’s evening rest stop has become the meeting place of heaven and 
earth.  Not merely a moment of confirmation that he is on the right tack or 
in pursuit of success, Jacob is astounded to have crossed paths with God. 
 
God is not present because Jacob marked the spot.  Jacob marked the 
spot because God was present.   


