
Proper 15 A 2014 
 
Genesis 45:1-15 
Psalm 133 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15:21-28 
 
If the incarnation – 
God embodied in the human person 
Of Jesus of Nazareth – 
Means anything at all, 
If it is to make any difference in our lives, 
Then Jesus, 
Just like us, 
Was shaped by his family, 
His tradition, 
And the rough and tumble of the world around him, 
Just as he was shaped by his character and inner life. 
 
And if the stories of scripture 
Mean anything at all, 
If they are to make any difference in our lives, 
Then the heroes of these stories, 
Just like us, 
Face anxiety and fear and heartbreak, 
Loneliness and anger, 
And sometimes, 
By grace, 
Win their way through to healing and hope. 
 
This story of the Canaanite woman  
is a story about openness, 
A story about courage. 
 
This is a story for us, 
Right now.  
 
Jesus has fed the multitude  
With loaves and fishes, 
And has walked on the water, 
Bringing his most bold and rash disciple  
Back to safety with him, 
And now he is back on the road, 
Traveling away from his home 
To the land of the Canaanites – 
Tyre and Sidon, 
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The land of Jezebel. 
And as he walks along with his friends, 
a Canaanite woman 
Shouts at him,  
Making a spectacle of herself  
And irritating the disciples, 
So that they beg Jesus to do anything – 
Maybe even grant her prayer – 
Just so she will go away. 
 
But Jesus is clear about who he is, 
And what he came for, 
To find and hold and heal 
The lost sheep from among his own people. 
 
There is nothing surprising about this.  
Jesus is a Jewish rabbi, 
Shaped by his family and tradition  
And the world around him – 
A hostile world, 
In occupied territory, 
Where Romans overlords  
And Greek philosophers 
And Eastern mysteries  
And Canaanite fertility gods 
All threaten the holiness  
Of the people of the God  
In whom Jesus lived and moved and had his being. 
 
Jesus’ mission is to seek out and serve the lost 
From among his own people. 
To feed them from the riches of God’s grace. 
To call to them across the water, 
To reach out a saving hand 
And bring them to safety. 
He is clear in his mission, 
Grounded in scripture, 
Sustained in his life of prayer. 
 
Until an uppity Canaanite woman 
Gets in his face. 
 
It is hard to overstate 
how bold and rash this women is. 
Even to approach Jesus requires nerve 
And guts – courage. 
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She is a foreigner, 
From the people with whom the Jews have been in conflict 
Since the beginning.   
A woman, 
Perhaps a woman without the protection of a husband or father, 
A woman branded by misfortune. 
 
An outsider among outsiders, 
She comes to Jesus, 
First shouting, 
And then, 
Changing her tactic, 
Kneeling at his feet, 
Pleading, 
And then, 
Besting him in debate, 
Offering a rebuttal he cannot counter.  
 
Her courage, her cleverness, 
And her confidence, 
Open up something new. 
 
Jesus moves beyond the teachings and assumptions of his world 
And reaches out to heal a stranger, 
An outsider,  
A lost sheep of another tribe.  
 
His mission is bigger than he knew. 
The wideness of God’s mercy 
Stretches him  
Beyond his own boundaries, 
Takes him to an edge, 
And leads him into something new. 
 
He changes.  
Changes his mind, 
Changes his mission. 
Courage and openness 
Can embrace change, 
And bring healing, hope, and new life. 
 
This is good news – 
A gospel story. 
 
What difference does this story make to us? 
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Maybe it gives you a word of hope. 
If he listened to the Canaanite woman 
And answered her prayer, 
Healed her nameless invisible daughter,  
Then anyone can come to Jesus, 
Anyone can engage him in dialogue, 
Anyone can hope for  
And count on, 
his healing and his love.  
 
There is no one,  
Not one person in the world, 
To whom he will not open his heart 
For whom he would not release his healing power. 
He opens his heart and his arms  
To the whole world, 
And each person within it, 
Anyone from anywhere 
At any time. 
Even a Canaanite woman. 
Even her nameless invisible daughter. 
Even me. 
Even you. 
 
So maybe this story matters  
Because it sends us a message  
Of acceptance and welcome. 
Or maybe it matters because it shifts 
The way the world looks.  
 
Maybe you might look at the outrage and turmoil  
In Ferguson, Missouri  
And wonder how Jesus 
And the Canaanite woman, 
Standing in the middle of the protests, 
Reaching across their own great divide, 
Might turn hatred and anguish into hope.  
 
You might find a resonance in this story 
That would open up new reflections 
On the conflict between Israel and Palestine. 
Or the persecution  
Of Christians  
And other religious minorities in Iraq.  
 
You might find an echo in this story  
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That would help you reflect on the Ebola epidemic 
And our response to it. 
 
You might find that this story 
Shakes loose some deep seated, 
Long unexamined prejudice or assumption. 
Or breaks open some stuck place 
Deep inside. 
 
If Jesus could open his heart and change, 
Maybe he could help you 
To do the same. 
 
This is a story for right now – 
Maybe for you, 
Maybe for the world. 
And without a doubt,  
This is a story for us, 
Here at St. Andrew’s, 
Right now. 
 
We face challenge and change. 
Maybe you can enter this story, 
And find in it  some hope, 
Some grounds for gratitude, 
Some vision to inspire and guide. 
 
I know I do.  
 
This story tells me 
That we have everything we need  
To encounter the future 
That God is offering us, 
Even as we celebrate the past, 
And even mourn its passing.  
 
We are called to live as Jesus lived,  
To love as he loved. 
Knowing that we fall short, 
Still, we can embrace a story like this one, 
And become what we receive. 
Then we can seek the openness he found, 
And turn towards the unexpected, 
And reach towards it in acceptance and love. 
 
In this community of faith 
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We are open 
And have courage. 
These are things we recognize in ourselves; 
We affirm these things  
In our speaking and our actions, 
Celebrate them in our history, 
anticipate them in our future.  
 
When we follow Jesus into openness, 
And gather up the courage of the Canaanite woman, 
Then we can embrace the change  
That is hurtling towards us 
Rather than fighting against it. 
 
This is a story for us, 
Right now.  
Openness and courage 
Will sustain us 
As we meet change, 
And will lead us to a wider world.  
 


