An Order of Worship for the Evening
Advent Sunday
November 28, 2021
5:30 pm

... At the still point of the turning world. Neither flesh nor fleshless;
Neither from nor towards; at the still point, there the dance is,
But neither arrest nor movement. And do not call it fixity,
Where past and future are gathered. Neither movement from nor towards,
Neither ascent nor decline. Except for the point, the still point,
There would be no dance, and there is only the dance...
T.S. Eliot, Burnt Norton
About this Service…
Gregorian Chant. All the vocal music in this service is either Gregorian Chant or
Chant-based. Developed in the 9th and 10th centuries, it is a body of unison chant sung
within the rituals of Western Christianity for over a thousand years. Its distinctive, ethereal
sound, coupled with its monastic associations, make it among the most peaceful and
contemplative of all music, and therefore uniquely befitting this service. It is rendered on
alternate weeks by men or women, in accordance with the earliest traditions. Though
ancient, the music has a timeless feel, and its unhurried stillness allows for calmness and
tranquility, providing a respite from the busyness of modern life.
The First Reading: Sacred Poetry. In the Anglican tradition that shapes all our worship
services, a portion of the Gospel is always read when we celebrate Holy Communion. Usually,
one or two lessons from other parts of scripture precede the Gospel. At this service, we read a
piece of sacred poetry instead. We find that the pairing of these new words with what may be
a familiar passage from scripture can create a new perspective and offer fresh insights.
Silence. Silence, it has been said, is God’s first language. By offering a generous, ten minute
period of silence after the homily, we hope to invite you into a time of rest, reflection, and
possibly, a chance to listen to the stirrings of your heart, and to feel the presence of the holy.
There is no one right way to enter this silence. Please see the rubric (directions) in the body of
this leaflet for more information.

An Order of Worship for the Evening
Welcome. Please enter in silence
and take a place at the front of the church.
Preludes
The Introit
Ad te levavi
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; in you, my God, I put my trust; let me not be
humiliated, nor let me enemies triumph over me; let none who look to you be put to
shame. Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths: lead me in your truth
and teach me.
Psalm 25
All stand as they are comfortable as the Celebrant says
Peace on each one who comes in need;
People
Peace on each one who comes in joy. Celebrant Peace on each one
who offers prayers;
People
Peace on each one who offers song. Celebrant Peace of the Maker,
Peace of the Son,
People
Peace of the Spirit, the Triune One.
All Sing
The Canticle of Praise

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

May God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Collect
Come, O come Emmanuel,
you are the way, the truth and the life;
Come, living Saviour
come to your world which waits for you.
Hear this prayer for your love’s sake.
Amen.
The People sit.
The Reading: “Watching for Dolphins”
David Constantine (b. 1944)
In the summer months on every crossing to Piraeus
One noticed that certain passengers soon rose
From seats in the packed saloon and with serious
Looks and no acknowledgement of a common purpose
Passed forward through the small door into the bows
To watch for dolphins. One saw them lose

Every other wish. Even the lovers
Turned their desires on the sea, and a fat man
Hung with equipment to photograph the occasion
Stared like a saint, through sad bi-focals; others,
Hopeless themselves, looked to the children for they
Would see dolphins if anyone would. Day after day
Or on their last opportunity all gazed
Undecided whether a flat calm were favourable
Or a sea the sun and the wind between them raised
To a likeness of dolphins. Were gulls a sign, that fell
Screeching from the sky or over an unremarkable place
Sat in a silent school? Every face

After its character implored the sea.
All, unaccustomed, wanted epiphany,
Praying the sky would clang and the abused Aegean
Reverberate with cymbal, gong and drum.
We could not imagine more prayer, and had they then
On the waves, on the climax of our longing come
Smiling, snub-nosed, domed like satyrs, oh
We should have laughed and lifted the children up
Stranger to stranger, pointing how with a leap
They left their element, three or four times, centred
On grace, and heavily and warm re-entered,
Looping the keel. We should have felt them go
Further and further into the deep parts. But soon
We were among the great tankers, under their chains
In black water. We had not seen the dolphins
But woke, blinking. Eyes cast down
With no admission of disappointment the company
Dispersed and prepared to land in the city.

All sing:
The Gradual Psalm 25:1-9
Ad te, Domine, levavi
Please observe a brief pause at each half-verse (*)
When a single syllable ends the first half of a verse remain on the upper note (bolded)

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; ’ my God, I put my/trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated, ’ nor let my enemies/triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to/shame; *
let the treacherous be disap-/pointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your/ways, O Lord, *
and/teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and/teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation; ’ in you have I trusted/all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and/love, *
for they are from/everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans-/gressions; *
remember me according to your love ’
and for the sake of your/goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the/Lord; *
therefore he teaches/sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in/doing right *
and teaches his way/to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and/faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his/testimonies.

All stand as they are comfortable
Sung by the Cantor, then All:
The Gospel Acclamation

The Gospel
Luke 21:25-36
V The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
R Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of
the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud'
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." Then he told them a
parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can
see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that
day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face
of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
V The Gospel of the Lord.
R Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Repeat the Gospel Acclamation as before.
The Homily

Silent Reflection
During the time of silent reflection, you are welcome to remain in your seat or to
move about the nave and sanctuary. This quiet time is yours to enjoy as you will.
There is a prayer station with icons and candles near the entrance of the church,
and prayer stations dedicated to Mary, Mother of God, and Saint Andrew, our
patron. Feel free to light a votive candle at either of these two stations. In the choir
stalls you will find paper and pencils; if you would like to write a prayer or
reflection, please do so. You may then place these in the basket at the foot of the
altar, joining your own prayers to those offered at the Prayers of the People. After
the service, all papers will be discarded unread – your prayers will remain known
only to you and God.
Bidding to Prayer (sung by the Choir)
Ostende nobis
Alleluia. Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. Alleluia.
Psalm 25
All stand
The Prayers of the People
I invite your petitions, silent or spoken.
The People offer their prayers after each bidding
We bring before God someone whom we have met or remembered today
We bring to God someone who is hurting tonight and needs our prayer
We bring to God a troubled situation in our world
We bring to God, silently, someone whom we find hard to forgive or trust
We bring ourselves to God that we might grow in generosity of spirit, clarity of mind,
and warmth of affection
We offer our thanks to God for the blessings in our lives
We name before God those who have died.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect
Gracious God, you hear all our prayers: those we speak aloud, those we hold in our
hearts, and those prayers for which we have no words. Hear the prayers of your
people, and grant them as may be best for us, for the sake of your holy name. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
The Offertory
Univesi
Let none who look to you be put to shame, O Lord. Show me your ways, O Lord, and
teach me your paths.
Psalm 25
All stand as they are comfortable
The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer 3, EOW
Celebrant
God is here.
People
God’s Spirit is with us.
Celebrant
Lift your hearts to heaven
People
Where Christ in glory reigns.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to God.
People
It is right to offer thanks and praise.
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God;
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you
created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it
burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath
to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of
hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the
heavenly beings and all creation as we sing with joy:

All sing:
The Sanctus & Benedictus

The Celebrant continues
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called
a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and
led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share
our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant
offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your
life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is
my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and
said: “Drink this, all of you:this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection
and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts
your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
Celebrant and People
Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ
Jesus, come in glory!

The Celebrant continues
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may
be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s
power, may be a people of hope, justice and love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather
us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Andrew, and all your people into the joy of our
true eternal home.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.
Celebrant and People
Blessed are you now and forever. Amen.
Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
People
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.
Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. Behold who you are. Become what
you receive.

The Communion of the People
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. If you choose to receive communion, please come
forward at the direction of the usher to receive the bread. In this season, we are not
sharing the common cup.
The Communion Motet:
Dominus dabit benignitatem
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land shall bring forth its increase. I
will listen to what the Lord God is saying: for he is speaking peace to his faithful
people and to those who turn their hearts to him
Psalm 85; 8
All remain seated to sing
The Communion Hymn

60

Stand as you are comfortable.
Prayer after Communion
Celebrant Blessed be God who calls us together.
People
Praise to God who makes us one people.
Celebrant Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin.
People
Praise to God who gives hope and freedom.
Celebrant
Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed.
People
Praise to God who is revealed as love.
Celebrant
Blessed be God who alone has called us.
People
Therefore we offer all that we are
and all that we shall become.
Celebrant
Accept, O God, our sacrifice of praise.
People
Amen. Accept our thanks for all you have done.
Our hands were empty, and you filled them.
The Blessing
May Christ’s holy, healing, enabling Spirit be with you every step of the way, and be
your guide as your road changes and turns, and the blessing of God our Creator,
Redeemer and Giver of life be among you and remain with you forever. Amen.
The Dismissal
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People
Thanks be to God.
Please be seated for the Postlude.
The Postlude

Those That Serve This Evening
Celebrant and Homilist: The Rev’d Elizabeth P. Randall, Rector
Server: Maryella Morley
Sources:
Texts: Iona Community (adapt) New Zealand Prayer Book (adapt.); Enriching Our
Worship
Music: The American Gradual, ed. Bruce E Ford; Hymnal 1982.

Your Gift Will Help Support our Mission and Ministries
We invite you to support our mission and ministries
in one or more of the following ways:
· Go to the St. Andrew’s website (www.standrewdenver.org) and use the Donate
button at the bottom of the page using a credit or debit card. (We are working to fix
the glitches some of you experienced last week.
· Text to donate: text to 310-582-5828 (For your first text you will have to setup an
account and provide a credit/debit card number. After that it is as easy as texting!
Please contact our Treasurer Bob Mosher (bobdmosher@gmail.com) for details on
setting this up.)
· Automatic withdrawal: arrange for a monthly (or any frequency) withdrawal directly
from your checking account. No need to remember whether you have donated or not.
(To set this up there is a simple form to submit. Contact our Treasurer Bob Mosher
(bobdmosher@gmail.com) for details on setting this up.)
· Mail your check to the church (2015 Glenarm Place, Denver CO 80205)
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