
2 Easter C 2022 

 

John 20:19-31 

 

What is the Bible story  

That matters most to you?  

 

The story where it’s easy for you to enter, 

To see yourself? 

The story that helps you understand yourself, 

And the world around you, 

And maybe even something about God? 

 

Or maybe you don’t analyze it that much. 

Maybe it’s just, 

What story do you like best? 

 

For many people, I know, 

The story we call doubting Thomas  

Is a core story.  

 

It offers a model for their spiritual lives; 

It shows a way into the mystery of the resurrection; 

It promises comfort. 

 

If this is a core story for you, 

If it brings you comfort or inspiration, 

I celebrate that with you.  

 

If for you, like me, 

This story has never been very important, 

I invite you to keep your eyes and heart open, 

To see if it might, this year, 

Have a gift for you.  

 

And I would invite all of us, 

This Eastertide,  

To stop focusing on doubt. 

 

Doubt is a fact of human existence. 

It goes along with having a brain.  

Doubt gets all the attention in this story, 

But it’s not the whole story.  

 

Wonder with me, instead,  

For a few moments, 
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Not about doubt, 

But about need.  

 

Start by asking a different question about the story, 

And then wonder with me 

How that question comes alive  

In our own lives, 

In the life of this community, 

In the life of the world.  

 

Here’s the question: 

What did Thomas need, 

In order to enter and accept 

The mystery of the resurrection? 

 

Thomas needed to see and touch 

The wounded and crucified friend 

With whom he had always been a little bit at odds. 

 

Remember it was Thomas 

Who could not accept any reassurance along the way.  

When Jesus promised, 

You know the way to the place where I am going, 

It was Thomas who said, 

Lord,  

We do not know where you are going, 

How can we know the way? 

 

It was Thomas  

Who could not accept the promise of Jesus 

That the dead Lazarus  

Would come alive from the tomb, 

The last and greatest sign  

Of the power of life itself working within Jesus.  

Thomas went along with Jesus 

expecting disaster, 

Saying,  

Let us go with him, 

So that we may die with him.  

 

Thomas does not take anything lightly. 

He needs answers; 

He needs assurance, 

He needs, not so much proof, 

As experience.  
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He cannot accept the witness of others; 

He needs to see and touch for himself.  

 

We can judge him, 

Or identify with him, 

Or, today, 

We could ask the same question of ourselves 

That we’ve asked about him. 

 

What do we need, 

To enter and accept the mystery of the resurrection? 

 

What do you need, 

In order to live in hope? 

 

What do I need, 

In order to keep affirming  

That the stories are true, 

And promise life? 

 

What do we need, 

In order to look at the devastation in Ukraine, 

To hear about the torrent of lies 

Coming from the autocratic aggressor, 

What do we need, 

In order to trust  

That the crucified and risen Christ  

Walks the streets of Mariupol, 

Waits on the docks of Odessa, 

Huddles with those trapped in a warehouse? 

 

If the resurrection is true, 

It must be true there, 

In the wasteland of disaster. 

What do we need, 

In order to trust that truth? 

 

What do we need, 

In order to see – really see – the desperate people 

Who until just a few days ago 

Lived in tents on our block? 

What do we need, 

In order to see within them  

The promise of the crucified and risen Christ? 

This promise: he is with us always, 

To the end and beyond the end, 
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Not only in glory, 

But in the faces and voices  

Of those in greatest need? 

 

What do we need, 

In order to seek and find  

The sacrificial acts and commitments 

That will help keep the earth alive 

And let it thrive again? 

 

What do we need, 

To enter and accept the mystery of the resurrection 

When we face loss, 

Alienation, 

Disappointment, 

Abandonment?  

 

At the darkest moments of our lives, 

What do we need  

To know that the resurrection is true? 

 

Thomas needed to see and touch  

The wounds of the risen Christ. 

We can speculate about why.  

We can applaud or criticize him.  

None of that seems important to me this year.  

 

What I want to know, 

What I need to know instead, 

Is this: 

What should we be asking for, 

Pleading for,  

Making clear to God and each other 

That we need, 

In order to become, 

Like Thomas, 

Fearless witnesses to the power of God 

In a desperate world? 

 

Thomas asked for, and got what he needed, 

And it set him free. 

His is the earliest, clearest proclamation 

Of the belief at the core of our faith – 

That Jesus is the incarnation,  

The embodiment, 

The essence of the divine and living holy one.  
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There are all sorts of the things  

Thomas might have said 

When he touched the wounds of Christ.  

 

But he goes outside of himself  

to the heart of the matter, 

becomes a prophet,  

A truth speaker, 

When he says, 

My Lord and my God!  

 

Mary Magdalene’s is the first Easter witness,  

When she says,  

I have seen the Lord.  

 

Thomas goes further. 

The Lord you see is God.  

 

The doubts that Thomas has the courage to express 

Are temporary, 

And understandable. 

The essence of his story is something else. 

The core of his story is insight, 

Receiving and understanding the great mystery 

At the heart of life.  

 

And it is the beginning of his story,  

Not the end.  

 

Thomas, the tradition tells us, 

Went out on the road  

Bringing the truth of the resurrection with him.  

He journeyed beyond the ends of the earth, 

All the way to India,  

Where he founded a church that survives and thrives to this day.  

 

What do we need, 

To begin a journey like his, 

To become powerful witnesses like him?  

 

Doubt is only the beginning of his story, 

Not the end. 

 

If doubt is important to you, 

Give it all the light and air it needs.  
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Have the courage to speak of it. 

Say what you need.  

 

But know, 

When the risen Christ enters your story, 

And invites you to touch him, 

And trust the truth of who he is, 

It will be the beginning of the story, 

Not the end.  

 

 


