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Proper 15 
Year C 2022  

Luke 12:49-56 
  

Come Holy Spirit, give life to my words.  
 
In the name of God, Creator, Redeemer and Giver of life.  
 
Amen.  
 

One of the commentators I studied while preparing this sermon states: 
 
“This passage offers a test for preachers — really for any Bible readers. 
What will we do with it?” 
 
Well, here goes……….. 
 
Luke has already told us,  
through John the Baptist,  
that Jesus is coming with a fire of purification and refinement. 
 
In Scripture, fire also indicates God’s presence  
and represents the power of God to effect change 
in the face of formidable resistance.  
 
The fire Jesus wants to kindle  
is a fire of change,  
the fire of God’s active presence in the world.  
 
Jesus yearns for “the kingdom of God”  
to break forth into the world in all its fullness.  
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We are called to remember the transformations and justice  
we hear from Zechariah and Mary at the outset of Luke’s gospel. 
 
From Zechariah: 
 
… By the tender mercy of our God,  
the dawn from on high will break upon us,  
to give light to those who sit in darkness  
and the shadow of death,  
to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
 
And from Mary: 
 
…. He has brought down the powerful  
           from their thrones,  
     and lifted up the lowly;  
      
     he has filled the hungry with good things, 
           and sent the rich away away empty. 
 
Jesus wants these things too.   
 
This means that, inevitably, oppression has to go.  
Greed has to go.  
Idolatry has to go.  
 
Likewise with exploitation, dehumanization,  
narcissism, and any other evils  
you can imagine that prevent all people  
and all creation from thriving.  
 
Jesus is intent on insuring those corruptions  
are rendered powerless in the presence of God.   
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Jesus reveals some of His intense desire. 
 
In fact, God’s desire for the world’s well-being.  
 
It may be difficult for us to appreciate that desire,  
especially with the harsh image of a consuming fire. 
 
We here in Colorado, have a negative association with fire. 
 
We are accustomed to fire in relation to  
destruction and devastation. 
 
But fire is also a tool for refining. 
 
We hear this in Scripture. 
 
“You have refined us as silver is refined.” 
 
“..he will be like a refiner’s fire…” 
 
Polishing away the layers of our blindness and arrogance into an 
acknowledgement of our weaknesses and failures. 
 
We may need help in seeing the world  
from the perspective of the suffering,  
the powerless, and the sinned-against.  
 
They pray “thy kingdom come” with a different kind of longing. 
 
Jesus queries the crowds:   

You know when the clouds come from the sea, there will be rain. 

You know when the winds come over the desert, we’re in for a scorcher. 
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Why then, can’t you figure out what is right and wrong? 

Why can’t you see in me, what God desires for all humanity? 

You’ve heard of God’s desire all your life.  
 
Here it is right in front of you, 
being lived out in your presence. 
 
And yet, you cannot recognize  
the in-breaking of the kingdom of God.  
 
This is not a difficult test, He says.  
 
You already know enough  
to observe the weather and  
predict accurately what’s coming next.  
 
With those basic powers of observation  
you should be able to tell,  
from the things that I have been saying and doing,  
what’s going on and what you need to do.  
 
So, what is it that we need to do? 
 
That it seems is the question for each of us. 
 
In the gospel of Luke,  
Jesus speaks of repentance as a changed mind.  
 
The moment when you stop, 
turn, and begin again. 
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This is what happens  
when we look at ourselves  
and our world from God’s perspective. 
 
When we recognize God’s commitment to justice,  
God’s all encompassing shalom,  
and God’s pledge to meet us  
in the love and solidarity we share with our neighbor.  
 
How are we, the community of St. Andrew’s, 
and individually, being called to recognize the  
in-breaking of God’s kingdom? 
 
How are we, the community of St. Andrew’s, 
called to move beyond mere observers  
of the in-breaking of God’s kingdom? 
 
How are each of us individually, 
called to active participation in the 
revelation God’s kingdom? 
 
How might we stop, turn, and begin again? 
 
What actions might we take to come alongside 
Our neighbors and learn to pray with sincerity 
“Thy kingdom come”? 
 
We will have to be willing to be uncomfortable. 
 
To be vulnerable. 
 
To give of ourselves with sincerity. 
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We will need to acknowledge that we cannot do this alone. 
 
We will need each other. 
 
Both those we know and trust and  
those whose existence is completely  
foreign and unfamiliar to us.  
 
We will need Jesus to walk beside us and show us the way. 
 
We will need God to uphold us. 
 
It can be done. 
 
We have seen it throughout history. 
 
Those times and places where the walls of separation and oppression  
have been torn down and justice returned. 
 
But……..we have to step up and lean in. 
 
We have to be willing to repent. 
 
To stop, turn and begin again. 
 
In the words of commentator Matt Skinner: 
 
When we repent and perceive “the present time” for what it is,  
as an available but diminishing opportunity  
to align ourselves with God’s priorities,  
then we ourselves will join others in pursuing  
“the things that make for peace” (see Luke 19:42).  
 
Of course, in the current time we do that work  
in the midst of divisions created by a sharply conflicted society,  
but at least we’re following someone who knows the way. 


