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The Blessing of the Animals

The people and animals gather on the North Lawn before the service.
Please stand or sit as you are comfortable throughout the service.

The Opening Acclamation
Officiant: In the name of Jesus Christ, the good shepherd, grace to you and peace.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Officiant then says
Dear People of God, From the beginning our good and gracious Creator has entrusted to us the care
of creatures great and small. As we gather today, let us give thanks for the wonder and beauty of the
whole created order, and ask God for the grace to tend wisely to all that has been entrusted to our
care.

We give thanks for all creatures of earth and sky and sea, for wild animals, for animals who work, for
animals who grace our lives as companions. We remember all animals who are lost, or hurt, or
mistreated. We give thanks for people who care for animals, and remember those who mourn for
them. We ask for open hearts to welcome all creatures, human and animal, who need our compassion
and care. All this we ask in the name of Jesus, our friend and brother. Amen.

The People sit or remain standing.
The First Lesson Job 12: 7-10
Ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and they will tell you; ask the plants of
the earth, and they will teach you; and the �sh of the sea will declare to you. Who among all these
does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand is the life of every living thing
and the breath of every human being. Here ends the Reading

The Psalm 104:1-2, 10-25 Benedic, anima mea
Read responsively by half-verse

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul; *
O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness!
you are clothed with majesty and splendor.

2 You wrap yourself with light as with a cloak *
and spread out the heavens like a curtain.



10 You send the springs into the valleys; *
they �ow between the mountains.

11 All the beasts of the �eld drink their �ll from them, *
and the wild asses quench their thirst.

12 Beside them the birds of the air make their nests *
and sing among the branches.

13 You water the mountains from your dwelling on high; *
the earth is fully satis�ed by the fruit of your works.

14 You make grass grow for �ocks and herds *
and plants to serve humankind;

15That they may bring forth food from the earth, *
and wine to gladden our hearts,

16 Oil to make a cheerful countenance, *
and bread to strengthen the heart.

17 The trees of the Lord are full of sap, *
the cedars of Lebanon which he planted,

18 In which the birds build their nests, *
and in whose tops the stork makes his dwelling.

19The high hills are a refuge for the mountain goats, *
and the stony cli�s for the rock badgers.

20 You appointed the moon to mark the seasons, *
and the sun knows the time of its setting.

21 You make darkness that it may be night, *
in which all the beasts of the forest prowl.



22 The lions roar after their prey *
and seek their food from God.
23 The sun rises, and they slip away *
and lay themselves down in their dens.

24 We go forth to our work *
and to our labor until the evening.

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
in wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

The Second Lesson Matthew 6: 25-33
Jesus said “I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at
the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour
to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the �eld, how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the �eld, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying,
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive
for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive
�rst for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

Here ends the Reading



The Canticle of Praise KINGSFOLD

The Commemoration of Departed Pets
If you have brought a picture or ashes of a beloved pet, or wish to remember a departed pet, please join the
officiant at the front of the gathering, if you choose. There will be an opportunity to say your pet’s name
aloud.
Creator God, your Son Jesus taught us that not one sparrow is forgotten in your sight; we ask you
now to remember our friends and companions whose lives among us on earth have ended. Holy God,
we know that nothing can �nally separate us from those we love and that beyond this place and time
we shall be reunited with all those whom we have loved and for whom we mourn. Grant our beloved
creatures rest in your presence, comfort in the arms of the Good Shepherd, and blessing through all
eternity. Amen.



The Hymn 400

The Blessing of the Animals
The Officiant moves through the congregation, blessing the animals with holy water, using these or
similar words,
Fellow creature, friend and companion, our God the Creator bless, defend and keep you this day and
forever. Amen.

Our blessings include the wild creatures who shelter on our grounds.



The Prayers
Leader: Let us give thanks to God, our Creator, for all the gifts he has given us.

For the sun and moon, the stars and planets,
We thank you, God.

For the wind and cloud, rain and sun,
We thank you, God.

For water to drink, to play in, to bathe in and for baptism,
We thank you, God.

For �re that gives us light in darkness and warmth,
We thank you, God.

For Our Mother Earth who feeds us and protects us,
We thank you, God.

For �owers and trees, grasses and all growing things,
We thank you, God.

For the pets you have entrusted to us, who bring us joy,  and calm us,  invite us to laugh and play,
and who keep us safe,
We thank you, God.

For all wild creatures of the earth,
We thank you, God.

We o�er you our prayers, silent or spoken.
Here the People may offer their own prayers.

Leader: We o�er all these prayers in the Name of Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Amen.



The Blessing
Now may the blessing of God, maker of all creatures great and small, be among you, and remain with
you, from this time forth and forevermore.

The Dismissal
Officiant Remembering all of God’s creation, let us go forth in peace.
People Thanks be to God.

Those Who Serve Today

O�ciant: The Rev’d Nina W. Churchman, Clergy Assistant

Server: Alicia McKim
Crucifer: Toni Amicarella

Thurifer: David Tweed

Reader: Maryella Morley

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
2015 Glenarm Place
Denver, CO  80205

303-296-1712
www.standrewdenver.org


