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Advent 2 

Year C 2021  

Luke 3:1-6 
 

 

  

Come Holy Spirit, give life to my words.  
  

In the name of God, creator, redeemer and giver of life.  
  

Amen.  
 

In today’s Gospel from Luke,  
we revisit the entrance of John the Baptist  
to the story of Jesus’ introduction as the Messiah,  
sent by God, to redeem the broken world. 
 
In the words of commentator Audrey West: 
 
Luke’s Gospel proclaims:  
 
God does not remain distant from the world.  
God’s reign enters time and space on the stage of world history,  
where life is too often constrained  
by people and events beyond one’s control. 
 
John is introduced through an impressive range of Earthly Powers. 

The emperor Tiberius, 
Pontius Pilate the governor,  
three tetrarchs, Herod, Philip and Lysanias, 
and the high priests Annas and Caiaphas. 
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Together these men represent rulers of the known world,  
the regional lands,  
and the ruling religious, political, and economic powers. 
.  
They hold all the authority  
and might that wealth, military prowess,  
or ancestry can command. 
 
Clearly, the world to which God sends the Messiah  
is a world held captive to the domination and influence,  
represented by the power structures these enforce on  
the voiceless, powerless, poor and marginalized. 
 
However, it is important to note,  
that for Luke,  
the word of God does not come  
to any of these power brokers,  
nor to the political territories over which they have command.  
 
Instead, the word of God comes to a lone man, 
wandering in the wilderness, 
dressed in camel skins:  
John, son of Zechariah. 
 
Now, John is intimately familiar with the temple power structures. 

John is born into a long family heritage of priests. 

John’s father, Zechariah,  
is a priest who would have served in the Temple in Jerusalem.  
 
John’s mother Elizabeth,  
descended from a long ancestry of priests  
spanning all the way back to Aaron.  
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This is important to note because 
 the norm would have been for John to  
follow in the priestly heritage. 
 
He should have been a priest  
engaged in work associated with the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 
But John received a different call from God. 
 
As John wanders in the wilderness, 
he receives the word of God. 
 
The word that comes to him  
as he wanders between the liminal space  
of the wilderness and the center of earthly power. 
 
We are told earlier in Luke’s gospel,  
that John is filled with the Holy Spirit  
even before his birth.  
 
So, instead of serving in the Israelites’ holiest place on earth, 
the Jerusalem Temple, 
John has grown and become strong in spirit 
and wanders in the wilderness. 
 
John’s wanderings the in the wilderness 
allow him to encounter those on the fringes, 
those who are subjected to the abuse of the powerful. 
 
Far from the centers of worldly power,  
whether political, priestly, or religious,  
John fulfills his calling by proclaiming  
and performing baptisms of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
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A primary purpose of John’s prophetic calling  
is to prepare people to receive the Lord  
through repentance for the forgiveness of sin. 
 
Metanoia translates to repentance  
meaning simply to change one’s mind. 
 
It is through the acts of baptism and repentance  
that John fulfills the call to prepare the way of the Lord.  
 
To straighten the path, 
level the ground, 
to straighten and smooth the way for God’s people  
to return to the Lord and  
for the Lord to be present to God’s people. 
 
Enter Jesus, although, not in today’s Gospel. 
 
And then, the entire landscape of God’s people is changed. 
 
Nothing looks the same or seems familiar. 
 
We know something about changing landscapes  
in light of the events of past 20 or so months. 
 
Our families may look differently. 
 
Everyone has aged, some more than others. 
 
Children taller, more wary,  
lacking in some social skills they would have normally mastered. 
 
Faces missing from around the table. 
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Our neighborhoods may look different. 
 
Neighbors moved on or new neighbors moved in that we don’t yet know. 
 
Our workplaces most likely look different. 
 
Mine certainly does. 
 
A work area in my living room  
which lacks the chatter with co-workers  
about them or their families. 
 
Church looks and feels a little different. 
 
We miss those we won’t see again here. 
 
We’re not sure if those we haven’t seen return yet will be returning. 
 
We see more desperation from many of our neighbors. 
 
Not just at our homes but in public areas and certainly  
in the neighborhood around St. Andrew’s. 
 
But we also see glimmers of God breaking into our world, here and now. 
 
We see people coming together to help the hungry. 
 
We are seeing new and creative ways  
to respond to our neighbors without shelter.  
 
We are beginning to see, what we can only hope will be, 
a turn towards justice for our neighbors of color. 
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We see some of the most dedicated human beings  
one could imagine in our health care,  
education and front line workers.  
 
We continue to see new and innovative ways  
to come together in community to worship. 
 
We have mastered more ways  
to engage with our families, friends, and neighbors  
than we ever knew existed. 
 
This is a glimpse of the world being set right by being turned on its head—
not by the top-down power that is so often prized by humans, but by the 
upside down power of God. 
 
The questions today’s gospel has raised for me seem to be: 
 
In this Advent, how will we help to prepare the way of the Lord? 
 
Where do we feel called to straighten and  
smooth the way for ourselves or others? 
 
Can we gather enough strength  
to let others know we are struggling and need some help? 
 
Are we able to offer help to those  
whose worlds have been turned upside down? 
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How and where will we individually,  
and as the community of St. Andrew’s,  
engage in the work of  
preparing the way for God to break into the world? 
 
Because what we know from today’s gospel  
is that God will always find a way to break into the world  
where the power structures are unjust; 
the marginalized are unrecognized, 
the needy are trampeld, and  
the lowly are disregarded. 
 
What we hear in Luke’s gospel today, 
in the words of Audrey West is: 
 
…….the promise represented by John’s proclamation in the wilderness:  
 
God enters this time and this space in this period of history,  
so that “all flesh shall see the salvation of God” 
 
Let us prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
 


