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Presentation of Our Lord 

Year A 2020  

Luke 2:22-40 

 

 

  

Come Holy Spirit, give life to my words.  

  

In the name of God, creator, redeemer and giver of life.  

  

Amen.  
 

In today’s Gospel from Luke,  

we hear of Jesus’ presentation by his parents in the Temple.  

 

It’s important to note that across the Gospels  

there are actually three presentations of Jesus at the Temple. 

 

Today’s Gospel from Luke of the presentation  

of the infant Jesus at the Temple  

is the first presentation.   

 

Mary and Joseph have traveled to the Temple  

in accordance with the Law of Moses,  

to present their firstborn son forty days after his birth.   

 

They also made their way to the Temple  

pursuant to the requirements  

set forth in the Book of Leviticus,  

that a new mother was to be  

ceremonially purified by a priest forty days after childbirth.   
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Mary, as a woman who had given birth, needed to be made pure.  

 

An explanation from Marcus Borg of this practice: 

  

“There was nothing about being a woman  

that automatically made one impure.   

 

But generally speaking, men in their natural state  

were thought to be more pure than women.   

 

The natural bodily processes of childbirth  

were considered a source of impurity,  

and this led to a more generalized sense of the impurity of women.” 

 

We learn through the actions of Mary and Joseph 

that they were law abiding Jews, if you will. 

 

They were striving to be righteous,  

to do what they knew according to Jewish law was right. 

 

The gospel text reveals that Mary and Joseph  

were obviously people of neither stature nor wealth.  

 

They came from the wrong part of the country;  

they didn’t have enough money for their required  

animal sacrifice in the form of a spotless, year-old lamb.   
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We learn today that, rather,  

Joseph gave the offering of the poor: a pair of turtledoves.   

 

Maybe Joseph had even had to barter  

for the turtledoves in the Temple courtyard.   

 

That fact is not made clear but was a frequent occurrence. 

 

What is clear is that if you were not wealthy,  

if you were poor,  

from the wrong region or a woman,  

you were barely acknowledged as worthy  

of anything other than a means  

to eke out an oppressive “fee”  

administered by the money changers  

with the implicit approval of the Temple elite.  

 

Scholarship tells us that  

there was a roaring trade in sacrificial animals  

in the great courtyard of the Temple.   

 

And further, that these traders  

took advantage of the demand for clean animals  

for devotional sacrifices by raising the prices,  

sometimes to exorbitant heights.  
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The money-changers made good profit.  

 

Joseph and every male Jew  

were supposed to spend a certain proportion  

of their income in Jerusalem  

and most pilgrim Jews would have arrived with foreign currency  

thereby insuring the livelihood  

of the money-changers at work within the Temple grounds. 

 

Now most likely, at the time of Jesus’ initial presentation,  

he would have been unaware of these practices.   

 

But as he grew and saw family, friends, and neighbors  

year after year appearing at the Temple  

in accordance with the Law,  

he would have become very aware  

of the extreme injustices being wrought upon those he knew and loved. 

 

Perhaps, things were beginning to become clearer  

when Jesus was presented the second time at age 12  

when he greatly impressed the temple authorities  

with his advanced knowledge.   

 

He would have seen the traders  

and money changers at work  

and the Temple elite turning a blind eye  

to the plight of those who were overburdened  

in their attempts to abide by the Law. 
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This leads us to Jesus’ third presentation at the Temple.   

 

A scene that is familiar to many.   

 

According to Mark’s gospel,  

an adult Jesus was presented late one afternoon,  

too late in the day to do anything about the corruption,  

and so he slept on it.  

 

What dawned on Jesus the next day  

was how strongly he felt about this perversion and injustice,  

and so he came back, presumably with a crowd to help him.  

 

The child of Bethlehem,  

once meek and mild,  

had grown into a rage,  

enough so – according to John’s gospel – that  

Jesus presented himself with a whip in his hand,  

and forced the traders and money-changers,  

together with their merchandise and money,  

out of the Temple courtyard.  

 

Amidst a carnage of animals and exploitation  

of what Jesus called “the least of his brothers and sisters,”  

what caught his attention – what captivated him –  

was the sight of a poor and powerless widow,  

giving her last penny as an offering to the Lord. 
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Who knows what impressions of the Temple scene  

were embedded deep within his soul  

when he was presented as a mere baby and then as a 12 year old.  

 

It’s not beyond my imagination  

that these earlier exposures to injustice,  

condoned and perpetuated in the name of God, grew with Him.   

 

These experiences helped to define his life’s ministry  

to set free people imprisoned by prejudice  

because of age or gender or race  

or economic status or education.   

 

Breaking down the “dividing walls of hostility”  

between who was in and who was out,  

breaking every rule in the book about where he ate,  

and whom he touched,  

and under whose roof he slept,  

and who he called his friends.   

 

It’s not difficult to see how similar the world,  

and the world of religion,  

even the Christian world,  

can look the same today as when Jesus was first presented  

amidst such injustices.   

 

What does this mean for us here today? 

 

What does it mean for us as the community of St. Andrew’s? 
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What does it mean for us individually? 

 

From Marcus Borg again: 

 

One may speak of Jesus’ social vision  

with one of his most frequently used phrases: “the kingdom of God.” 

 

His hearers knew of other kingdoms,  

especially Herod’s and Ceasar’s. 

 

The kingdom of God is what  

the world would be like if God were king,  

rather than Herod or Ceasar.   

 

In such a world, the poor would be fortunate,  

the mighty put down from their thrones,  

the rich sent away empty-handed. 

 

In essence, the systems of this world  

that exist to dominate, oppress,  

divide and denigrate would exist no more. 

 

These systems would be transformed  

to those that are life-giving, nourishing and inclusive.   

 

And that’s where we fit in. 

 

That’s our call. 
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That is where Jesus calls out to us 

to sit up,  

take notice, 

speak out, 

engage in acts of compassion and justice. 

 

This is our time and our place. 

 

There is no better time than today  

for us to stand up,  

lean in,  

engage in our community and our nation,  

to insure that our present day systems  

are transformed to those that are life-giving, nourishing and inclusive.   

 

How can we be sure that this is in fact our call, 

our mission? 

 

Because Jesus’ message,  

then as now,  

is to “follow my example.”   

 

“Follow me.” 

 

 


