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Epiphany 2 

Year C 2021  

John 2:1-11 
 

 

  

Come Holy Spirit, give life to my words.  
  

In the name of God, creator, redeemer and giver of life.  
  

Amen.  
 

Today we hear again the Gospel passage  
from John known as the Wedding at Cana.   
 
For many of us, this is a well-known passage  
which relates Jesus’ first miracle in the Gospel of John. 
 
Many of us will have heard this many times,  
perhaps even since we were children.   
 
I suspect even those who are less familiar  
will recognize the passage  
that features Jesus turning water into wine. 
 
I have to admit, as I’ve been working  
with this piece of scripture,  
trying to craft this sermon,  
I was compelled to say, more than once,  
 
What more can you say about the wedding at Cana? 
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In fact, we did a little work with this passage  
last Tuesday during Vestry as we split into small groups. 
 
In my group, we were at a bit of a loss  
on how to pull more from this passage  
than we already had over the course of our respective lives. 
 
I think it’s fair to say, we collectively, were asking, 
 
“What more can you say about the wedding at Cana?” 
 
What more can we learn from the Wedding at Cana? 
 
About the miracle of Jesus turning water into wine? 
 
I think sometimes we have been overly 
focused on this gospel passage as one of Jesus’ miracles. 
 
Almost, perhaps, to the exclusion of  
all that this scripture has to offer. 
 
The primary identification of this passage  
as a miracle performed by Jesus  
makes it feel out of reach to us. 
 
It certainly has for me over the years. 
 
I definitely am not capable of performing miracles. 
 
So how does this passage change for us  
if we look at it a little differently? 
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We hear that there were 6 stone jars.   
 
And that each jar held 20 – 30 gallons. 
 
Jesus directs the servants to fill the jars with water. 
 
Just water, plain old water. 
 
And then, miraculously,  
the newly filled jars no longer contain water  
but instead wine. 
 
And good wine we’re told. 
 
Somehow, Jesus,  
with the help of the servants,  
has taken plain old water  
and made something much more desirable. 
 
Something that turns into  
a wonderful gift for the bridal couple.  
 
How do we, individually,  
and as the community of St. Andrew’s,  
turn the ordinary into a wonderful gift? 
 
How is it that an old pair of jeans,  
bath towels, coats that no longer fit,  
are turned into a wonderful gift  
for those who have lost everything in the last 2 weeks? 
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How is it that the simple act  
of sorting rice and beans  
into family sized bags  
at Metro Caring turns into a wonderful gift? 
 
How is it that the simple act  
of picking up the phone  
and reaching out to someone who is struggling  
in the midst of the anxiety caused by Covid 
turns into a wonderful gift? 
 
How is it that a simple, thank you,  
offered to a store clerk, bus driver,  
delivery person, turns into a wonderful gift? 
 
How is it, that our patch of real estate,  
here in the middle of the city,  
can become a wonderful gift? 
 
How is it, that the financial donations  
we make to St. Andrew’s,  
can become a wonderful gift  
to those beyond our doors? 
 
What we see in Jesus’ actions,  
throughout Scripture,  
is that Jesus is focused on the most vulnerable. 
 
For a family to run out of wine  
during a wedding would have  
brought life-long shame,  
not just on the bridal couple,  
but the entire family. 
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They would have been disgraced.   
 
And so Jesus, knowing this all too well, 
co-opts the servants,  
the least among those gathered, 
into turning the ordinary into a wonderful gift. 
 
A wonderful gift for all. 
 
One evening this past week,  
I tuned into the local nightly news, 
with more than a little dread, 
to hear the newscaster announce,  
after a seriously long exploration  
of some of the most depressing and worrying news,  
that the remainder of the broadcast  
would only feature good news. 
 
And, in fact, the remainder of the broadcast 
focused on pieces which were uplifting, 
that offered a little hope. 
 
A small gift of turning the ordinary  
into a wonderful gift.  
 
As we are at the beginning of another calendar year, 
as well as, the liturgical year,  
how can we focus our talents, gifts and actions,  
in ways that spread the wonderful gift  
of Jesus within and beyond this building? 
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Are we able to objectively review and assess our bounty  
to begin a conversation  
on how best to turn this into a wonderful gift for all?  
 
What we know from scripture is  
Jesus’ actions are directed to lifting up the downtrodden,  
the marginalized,  
and the ostracized. 
 
At the same time, scripture shows us  
no one is beyond Jesus’ actions  
to make known the renewal of the world. 
 
Whether you consider yourself in or out, 
Jesus shows us that everyone is welcome at the wedding,  
there is wine enough for all, 
no matter your status in the human made social rankings. 
 
How then do we craft programs, 
whether outreaching or inreaching,  
and worship services that make Jesus known  
to our hurt and broken world?  
 
Are we able to live beyond  
our perceptions of scarcity  
to provide a wonderful gift  
for those who so desperately need to know the love of Jesus?  
 
In this year to come, are we truly able to live lives, 
individually and as the community of St. Andrew’s, 
which make known that everyone is welcome at the wedding,  
and there is wine enough for all? 
 
Are we willing to dedicate ourselves  
to turning the ordinary into a wonderful gift for all? 
 


