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Proper 28 
Year C 2022  
Luke 21:5-19 

  

Come Holy Spirit, give life to my words.  
 
In the name of God, Creator, Redeemer and Giver of life.  
 
Amen.  
 

You may have noticed as we moved towards  
the end of the liturgical year,  
the readings have become more apocalyptic.  
 
More urgent and dire. 
 
Luckily, it is not always the case that  
the readings mirror the events in the world around us. 
 
This year it seems to be more evident to me. 
 
Just when we need to hear a little good news,  
we hear what appears to be the ominous prediction  
of the destruction of the Temple, the House of God. 
 
In addition, we hear of war, natural disasters, and pandemics. 
 
And then, as if that news wasn’t sobering enough,  
we hear of persecution, arrest, betrayal and then even death. 
 
Let me just say at this point,  
I really need to pay more attention to the lectionary  
when we’re preparing the preaching ROTA! 
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Some of these themes are familiar to us  
in the daily news over the past weeks and months. 
 
But what are we to make of the fact that  
these predictions are attributed to Jesus  
the bearer of the Good News? 
 
In fact, the embodiment of the Good News. 
 
Let’s start with some context for today’s gospel reading. 
 
Scholarship believes that the writings we recognize  
as the gospel according to Luke  
are dated approximately 85 C.E.  
 
Thus, the Temple had been destroyed  
some 15 or more years earlier. 
 
So, the original hearers of this passage  
would already have survived  
the siege by the Romans in 70 C.E.  
 
They are living proof that God  
does not abandon us no matter what.   
 
God did not abandon the  
people of Israel nor the followers of Jesus.   
 
And vast span of time following  
the destruction of the Temple,  
both the Jewish and Christian traditions  
have grown and evolved spreading around the globe. 
 
So, that’s a little bit of good news. 
 
  



3 
 

Well, probably more than a little bit  
to realize that the Spirit and power of God  
are continually moving and working in new times and places. 
 
We’ve certainly benefited from  
that activity over the past three years.  
 
People of faith around the globe  
have found new ways to do and be church. 
 
However, we also must acknowledge  
that that both Jews and Christians  
have been persecuted throughout history.  
 
There is a cost to following Christ. 
 
We can not hold on to excessive amounts  
of material goods and financial wealth,  
then turn a blind eye to power structures  
which are corrupt and oppressive  
and still call ourselves followers of Jesus. 
 
That lifestyle stands in  
direct opposition to the life of Jesus. 
 
In today’s gospel reading,  
Jesus tells us to take advantage  
of our opportunities to testify. 
 
Look, I know that “testify” is  
a loaded term for many of us. 
 
But the reality is when we are not  
living a life that evidences our beliefs  
we are falling short. 
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We come together as a community  
to share the bread and wine  
and affirm that we are participants  
in the Kingdom of God made known to us in Jesus. 
 
This requires us to participate  
beyond the walls of this building as well. 
 
This requires us to push back  
against the injustices meted out on the poor,  
the ill, the disabled, and the oppressed. 
 
This isn’t a choice if we truly believe  
the words we hear and recite each week  
and in the communion we share. 
 
So, what might testifying look like in our world,  
our neighborhood, our workplaces, and our families today? 
 
Our country is polarized. 
 
Although, we might just be  
seeing a moment in time  
where we have an opportunity  
to move closer together again. 
 
I have the privilege every year  
of attending our diocesan convention.   
 
I know many people, myself included,  
who will tell you that there are  
parts of convention which are hugely boring. 
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But when I look around  
at the depth and breadth of  
the Episcopal Church in Colorado 
and see that for 2 days each year  
we can come together,  
regardless of where we are on whatever spectrum,  
and share the many ways in which  
we are actively working  
to make known the Kingdom of God  
in our communities,  
and to share communion as the body of Christ,  
I know that is a powerful testimony. 
 
When we gather a group together,  
as 5 of our fellow parishioners are doing today,  
and show up at St. Francis Center  
to do laundry, hand out mail,  
share a cup of coffee and  
be present to our brothers and sisters  
who have nowhere else to go,  
that is a powerful testimony.     
 
When we learn that there is  
legislation pending that  
will remove a burden on  
a portion of the underserved members  
of our community and then  
advocate for that legislation  
to be made law,  
that is powerful testimony.  
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When we feed the hungry,  
give our coats and sweaters,  
invest our excess finances  
in opportunities to help the underserved,  
that is powerful testimony. 
 
When we visit the imprisoned and the sick,  
when we no longer see us and them,  
when we fight for those who have no voice or power,  
that is powerful testimony. 
 
My question for us as the community of St. Andrew’s,  
and each of us individually, is  
where do we need to be in our community in these times? 
 
Where do we need to mend a fractured relationship? 
 
Do we need to let go of underused assets for the greater good? 
 
How can we come together,  
overcome our fear,  
and step out to make the love of Jesus known  
to those who know no love? 
 
How can we work together  
to learn some of the many means of oppression  
in our society and work to overturn it? 
 
How will we testify? 
 
 
 


