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2 Kings 5:1-3 

Psalm 111 
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Privilege has its burdens.  

 

Granted, the burdens of privilege 

Are nothing compared to the burdens 

Of poverty, oppression,  

Chronic illness or disability, 

Exile, or tragic loss.  

 

But the burdens of privilege are real.  

There are expectations, demands, norms,  

Resentments, anxiety.  

Most of those could be ignored – 

Unlike the burdens of those without privilege,  

Which are inescapable.  

But ignoring the burdens of privilege  

Can mean risking loss, 

Loss of the status or power or self esteem 

That bolster up privilege.  

 

You may know someone 

For whom the burdens of privilege are real.  

Maybe you feel them yourself.  

Take what you know 

Into today’s scripture stories, 

And see what you find.  

 

What is it like to have expectations? 

Expectations of what is due to you, 

Anxiety about whether others know 

How important you are, 

Or how correct your opinions or behavior are. 

 

We’re given a charming story from Hebrew scripture, 

A story of a very important person 

Who expected special treatment.  

 

I thought, says Naaman the Syrian,  



That for me the prophet would come out of his house, 

Wave his hands about,  

And make a show of healing me, 

As befits my power and position and dignity.  

 

But no, 

The waters of healing are the same for him 

As for anyone else.  

 

And the healing, and the revelation of divine power,  

Have nothing to do with who he is, 

And everything to do with the mercy and power of God.  

 

Naaman is a very important person,  

And an outsider.  

His healing is complete, 

Not only when his flesh is made whole and sound, 

But when he confesses, 

Bears witness to, 

The God of Israel. 

 

This story was important to Jesus.  

In his hometown, 

When his hearers doubted him, 

Thinking he had no status or importance,  

He flung back at them two stories, 

Naaman the Syrian  

And the widow of Zarephath,  

Two outsiders who received extraordinary grace.  

 

And how did his hearers respond? 

They tried to throw him over a cliff.  

 

That’s how threatening it is 

To have our privilege questioned or denied.  

 

And yet, over and over again, 

That’s what Jesus does.  

 

He favors nobodies.  

He sits down to eat with tax collectors and sinners.  

He engages women of questionable virtue  

In theological conversation.  

He tells stories about outsiders  

Who know better than insiders 

How to live in harmony with the vision of God.  



 

And he overturns our expectations 

Of what will win praise. 

 

Ten lepers call out to Jesus 

As he walks down the road to Jerusalem, 

His final journey.  

 

Have mercy on us, they shout.  

 

What does Jesus do? 

He doesn’t touch anyone, 

Or pronounce a healing word. 

 

He asks the lepers to fulfill the letter of the law.  

The law of Moses stipulates 

That healing from leprosy, 

As from other diseases,  

Is not complete until a priest declares it so.  

So when Jesus demands  

That the lepers go show themselves to the priests,  

He asks them to live within the fullness of the law.  

He is after all, a rabbi.  

 

Their trust, their immediate turning, 

Accomplishes their healing.  

Obedience, to Jesus and the law, 

Brings them back to life.  

 

And to privilege. 

Whole and sound, 

Having completed the demands of the law, 

They can take their place again 

In the assembly of the faithful, 

Those who know that they are chosen and blessed 

By the one, holy, living God.  

 

It would be a gracious story of healing, 

If it ended there.  

 

But the good news of Jesus  

Is much more radical than this.  

This is a story of reversal,  

Of unexpected overturning. 

Jesus came to free us  

Not only of shame and guilt and fear, 



But even of the roles and rights 

That seem to bring privilege, 

But that keep us trapped. 

 

One leper turns back, 

The one who is an outsider.  

 

The Samaritan,  

Scorned and shunned, 

Is the only one who is free.  

He is outcast, other, 

Without rights or expectations 

Or privilege.  

He is not bound by the law 

Which gives life and meaning  

To the other actors in this story.  

 

And strangely,  

That means he is free, 

Free to live and act authentically.  

 

Think how risky it would have been for the nine 

Who continued on their way.  

Their healing happens as they obey Jesus, 

But it is not complete  

Until they fulfill the requirement of the law, 

And let the priests pronounce them whole and sound, 

And ready to resume their place  

In the society that was their world.  

 

No wonder it didn’t even occur to them.  

They were doing what they were told. 

And it worked. 

But – 

Could it have been more?   

 

Jesus is a healer, 

Restoring those he encounters 

To fullness of life.  

 

That happens here.  

Nine go on to do what is right; 

One returns to give thanks. 

 

Sometimes we see this story  

As a story of gratitude.  



 

There is nothing wrong with that.  

Gratitude is after all,  

The great secret to navigating these anxious times. 

 

But the message of Jesus  

Is more radical than gratitude.   

There is a deeper, wilder meaning here.  

 

This is a story about freedom, 

Freedom to defy expectations,  

Freedom to move out  

Into new ways of being.  

 

Jesus came to set us free. 

Not only from the burdens that weigh us down, 

But from the privileges that bolster us up.  

 

In his presence  

There is no privilege or oppression, 

But only a choice.  

 

How will we live authentically 

Into the freedom of the gospel? 

 

Would we drop everything, 

Everything, 

In order to turn around 

And run to him, 

Shouting aloud, maybe raucously, 

Maybe awkwardly, 

But authentically and without reservation, 

The marvelous works of God? 

 

Like the shepherds returning to their flocks by night, 

Like the single leper 

Bouncing back down the road to give thanks,  

Can we see what God is doing in our midst, 

And jump at the chance  

to let go everything that keeps us secure 

in order to win through to the one thing 

that matters? 

 

Your faith has made you well, 

Jesus tells the one 

Who was once an outsider. 



Not adherence to expectations, 

Not a place among those who have everything.  

 

Only one thing has made him well, 

The life-changing encounter  

With the one who makes all things new. 

Faith is nothing more, and nothing less than this— 

Continually turning  to face the source of life, 

Who will make us new and whole 

And free. 

 

Are you ready  

For that kind of faith? 

 

It can set you free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


