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Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Psalm 113 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 

 

It’s a rash act 

Of outrageous generosity. 

That much is certain.  

 

It may also,  

Depending on your perspective, 

Be a calculated maneuver, 

A major tax dodge. 

 

And it is certainly functioning  

As a high-profile marketing strategy.  

 

Nothing in human life is completely simple; 

There are no unmixed motives. 

None of our intentions are totally pure.  

 

And yet, in a multi-layered story, 

This is still the most true thing.  

The great Patagonia giveaway  

Is a rash act of outrageous generosity.  

 

For sheer, table-turning wonder, 

A stunningly countercultural act 

Like giving away your multi-billion dollar company 

In order to fund efforts to save the planet, 

Has no equal in our time and place.  

 

You know, probably, the outlines of the story.  

Yvon Chouinard – as I assumed you say it – 

Ivon Shenard – as I’m told his friends say it, 

So let’s go with that – 

Chouinard,  

The founder and owner of Patagonia, 

Together with his family, 

Turned over his entire privately held company 

To two newly created foundations, 

whose clearly articulated purpose 

is funding efforts to try and save  

“This fragile earth, 
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Our island home.”  

 

How do you respond to the news of an act like this? 

What do you think? 

How do you feel? 

 

Inspired? 

Skeptical? 

Envious? 

Astonished? 

 

If we let it, 

The Patagonia giveaway 

Invites us to examine our own values, 

And the values of the workaday world we live in. 

And –  

The values of the world that surrounds  

And infuses our workaday world 

With beauty, and meaning, and hope. 

The world Jesus calls the kingdom of God – 

The commonwealth of love and justice.  

 

The story of the Patagonia giveaway  

Is a story Jesus might have told.  

 

Jesus tells a lot of stories about money. 

Not all of them, in fact not many of them, 

Are intended as moral examples; 

Jesus doesn’t work that way.  

 

Jesus tells stories about money – 

As he does about rules and roles and class – 

As riddles and ruses, 

Parables that make us to think, 

Upset our assumptions, 

Invite us to wonder.  

 

Stories like today’s troubling gospel passage 

Where the master ends up commending  

his dishonest manager.  

 

So let’s wonder together, for a moment.  

What happens  

if you set these two stories side by side – 

the dishonest manager and the Patagonia giveaway. 
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Which story seems more like good news? 

Which story might put us in touch  

With the radical, 

Self-giving acts of God? 

Which story calls us to account, 

Asks us to wonder 

How faithful we have been  

With what we have been given, 

Whether it be little or much? 

Which story gives you hope? 

 

Which story makes sense to you?  

 

The master who commends the dishonest, 

Dismissed, conniving grifter of a manager, 

The grifter himself, 

With his simple, clever, effective strategy  

That lacks only integrity, responsibility, and truth: 

How do they fit into our understanding  

Of power and values and relationships  

In our workaday world,  

And in the realm of love and justice  

Where God’s will is done?  

 

Is today’s gospel passage  

Just a story of how the world works, 

The world where people do whatever they need to do 

To get ahead?  

A glimpse at a choice you could make, 

The choice, 

As Jesus puts it, to serve wealth? 

 

Can it possibly be, 

As so many readers have suggested,  

That Jesus is showing us how to be clever, 

But hoping we will be just that clever  

Only in the service of the kingdom of God? 

 

How do we deal with this story, 

Other than by accommodating to it  

Or adapting it to be more congenial? 

How do we let this story work within us? 

 

Jesus tells a lot of stories about money. 

He cares much more about what we do with our money 

Than we really want to admit.  
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He knows, and asks us to reckon with the knowledge, 

That money is the stuff of our lives, 

our most powerful expression of value.  

 

We can talk about values all we want.  

Our actions with money reveal those values.  

 

The widow gives her mite, 

All that she has, 

And it becomes more precious  

Than another person’s gold.   

 

The landowner pays everyone 

The same fair wage,  

No matter how long they have worked.  

 

The housewife finds her missing coin  

And throws a party,  

Inviting her friends to rejoice with her, 

Spending far more than the coin is worth.  

 

The forgiving father 

Gives away everything to his two sons. 

The prodigal son squanders it all; 

The elder son does not accept the gift, 

And keeps working like a slave, 

Wasting his days in resentment.  

 

In the end, it is the father, 

Who has given away everything, 

Who is still the master of the feast.  

 

In the stories of Jesus, 

Money, held lightly, 

And put to good use, 

Is an essential tool.  

 

In the stories of Jesus, 

Money, scattered without fear or forethought, 

Brings joy, reconciliation, and renewal.  

Money, scattered freely, like seed, 

Brings forth a bountiful harvest.  

 

Money is the stuff of life, 

But not its essence.  

The precious heart of life, 
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Jesus tells us, is a pearl –  

one pearl, of infinite value, 

Worth spending everything in order to possess.  

 

Not everyone believes this.  

But Jesus does.  

The stories he tells about money  

happen in a divine economy  

that overturns the workings of the world, 

where there is enough, 

and more than enough for everyone, 

and no need to horde or cheat or worry.  

 

So how do we reckon with the story of the dishonest manager? 

Like the prodigal son, 

He squanders what has been placed in his care.  

He’s found out.  

And he’s worried and afraid.  

So he cheats.  

 

His story happens, it seems, 

Not in the divine economy 

of lavish, reckless generosity, 

but in the workaday world.  

 

What are we supposed to do with this story? 

Jesus more often invites us to wonder 

Than tells us what to think.  

 

So as I confront this story,  

I don’t have an answer,  

But I’m wondering, 

About money, and how it carries and conveys value, 

And about our faithfulness 

In acting as stewards of what we have been given, 

Little or much.   

 

And that brings me back to Yvon Chouinard, 

The Patagonia guy.  

 

I have no idea 

If he knows, or ever knew, 

The stories of Jesus.  

It doesn’t matter at all.  

 

His story of lavish, reckless generosity, 
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Of giving away everything he has, 

Offering it for the life of the world, 

His story happens in the divine economy.  

 

We have no stories of faith –  

including the story of Jesus himself – 

That don’t happen in the workaday world  

Interlayered with the kingdom of God. 

 

And so the workings of the world  

Will get to the story of the Patagonia giveaway.  

Twitterers are already commenting and questioning.  

There will be unexpected challenges  

And unintended consequences.  

The overt rebuke to capitalism will be lost. 

The programs to promote the health of the planet  

Will not all be successful.  

Yvon Chouinard is not perfect, not a savior. 

None of us have perfectly pure motives.  

 

But he is a powerful witness 

To what can happen, 

When we are clear about our values, 

And let our money act in accordance with what we believe,  

In freedom and without fear.   

 

It is a grand gesture, and more than a gesture. 

It bears witness to this truth: 

The heart of life is like a pearl  

One pearl of infinite value, 

For which we might give everything away, 

And be perfectly satisfied.  

 

It is an act of radical hope.  

 

It is a story that Jesus might tell.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


