
3 Epiphany B 2015  (Annual Meeting) 

 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Psalm 62:6-14 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

 

 

Until Jesus came along 

Jonah – of all people – 

Was the most effective prophet  

In the history of the world.  

 

He delivered a message from God; 

It was simple, clear, 

And apparently utterly compelling. 

 

Because the people of the great city  

Where he had been sent 

Believed the message, 

And changed their ways, 

And that changed God’s mind. 

 

Jonah, like Jesus, 

Brought those around him  

Into life-changing relationship with God. 

 

But – 

 

Jonah – though we don’t tell this part of the story today, 

You may remember it – 

Jonah was a mean-spirited, resentful, 

Grumpy coward 

With stunningly low expectations 

Of himself and of God.  

He ran away from God, 

And ended up in the belly of the whale. 

 

God came around a second time, 

So Jonah plodded off to do his job, 

And delivered his message 

In simple, clear language. 

Language you might be tempted  

To say that was completely uninspired. 

And yet, it worked.    
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People listened,  

And acted on what they heard, 

And God gave them life. 

Amazing. 

 

And yet, 

If you remember the end of the story, 

You know that Jonah was angrier than ever 

When he saw that God was merciful and gracious. 

Resentful, sullen, 

And stuck in his gloom, 

Pouting under a withered tree. 

 

Such a great story, 

A story to hold and enjoy, 

And take to our hearts, 

So that we can let ourselves wonder: 

How do we bring the good news? 

 

Are we like Jonah,  

Or like Jesus? 

 

Like Jonah, 

Jesus walked as he delivered the message of God. 

 

His manner was different, 

Or so we believe; 

Where Jonah was grumpy, 

Jesus was humorous; 

Where Jonah was resentful and fearful, 

Jesus was free and fearless. 

 

And – 

his message was simple, clear, 

And, apparently,  

Utterly compelling. 

 

Believe in the good news; 

God’s kingdom is here, now. 

Follow. 

Bring others with you.  

 

And it worked. 

 

Because here we are, 

Listening to his words. 
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Listening to the words of hope, 

And wondering how to act on what we hear. 

 

As God called Jonah –  

Unlikely as he was; 

As God called Jesus – 

In whose likeness we are made, 

So God calls each of us.  

 

What does it mean for us to follow? 

Are we called to fish? 

To climb? 

To play or sing or swim  

As we bring the good news? 

 

God calls each of us to be ourselves 

As we bring the good news.  

 

Not like Jonah or Jesus, 

But ourselves. 

 

Some of us are fishermen, 

Patient, luring, 

Watching the water for subtle signs. 

 

Some of us are poets 

Or mathematicians 

Or musicians 

Or makers of beautiful things. 

We are ordinary, 

Extraordinary, 

Fearful and fearless, 

Running away from the call we long to embrace, 

Effective in spite of ourselves 

And in the midst of all that, 

By grace, 

Showing the power of God 

To change our lives 

 

Jesus sees each of us for who we are, 

Meets us where we are, 

Speaks to us in words we know 

Of things we can do, 

And then – 

Invites us to go beyond.  
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Each of us has a story to tell, 

Each of us has some way  

To bring the news to others. 

 

Some clear, simple, 

Compelling message  

That invites others into new and abundant life.  

 

It is up to us  

To tell our stories  

In a way that’s true. 

 

It’s up to God to bless the work. 

 

God made Jonah an effective prophet 

And Andrew a fisher of people 

And us a church where great things can happen. 

 

God is making us, 

In our fearful times 

And in our fearless times, 

When things look scarce 

And the way is uncertain, 

When we rejoice in God’s bounty 

And see a clear path, 

No matter what, 

God is making us 

Prophets and bringers of the good news. 

 

That’s what we celebrate today. 

 

We may have our Jonah moments, 

We may even have our Jesus moments. 

We have moments when our patron Andrew shows us the way. 

 

And through it all, 

God calls us to live into our own vision, 

Our authentic mission. 

 

The tree of life is a bright beacon  

At our door. 

 

We offer sanctuary, 

We are growing, 

We believe in the renewal of the world.  
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Come and see.  

 

 

 

 


