
1 
 

PARISH RENEWAL CONVERSATIONS 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

 

St. Andrew’s began engaging in a series of conversations regarding facets of our lives together.  

After 2+ years of Covid-19, which caused us to change and grow in many ways, the idea of having 

an opportunity to renew our lives together, discuss our feelings, hopes, and longings experienced 

during this period, and then focus on our future together as a parish. Three different focuses were 

chosen for these renewal conversations: Children and Families, Worship and Music, and Land 

Use. The first two have occurred and the final one is in process.   

 

This report is about gatherings of members of the parish who addressed the worship and music 

aspects of our parish life. The focus of this conversation was ideas, suggestions, and actions about 

worship and music and that we would like to try in 2022. Mike Ogborn served as the facilitator of 

the two meetings and Frank Nowell was the co-facilitator and scribe. 

 

Summary of Both Sessions 

 

Two sessions were held for parishioners to discuss their current thoughts and future hopes 

regarding the topics of worship and music. The first session was in-person in St. Andrew’s on 

February 20 at which 22 people participated (including Mother Elizabeth, Senior Warden Shawn 

Nolan, Mike, and Frank) and the second was via Zoom on February 22 at which 12 people 

participated (including Mother Elizabeth, Senior Warden Shawn Nolan, Mike, and Frank).  

 

The participants at each session were initially divided into small groups and asked to spend 

approximately five minutes to come up with three words or phrases regarding their experiences, 

hopes, longings or frustrations with these ministries in recent years. Each small group selected a 

spokesperson to report back.  

 

While there were a variety of words and phrases reported out, there were also some variations. 

Common themes included such comments as worship and music are core to us and we love them; 

do art exhibits like we had before – things like that can attract people to come in; the church itself 

- is wonderful, the way the sun moves across the room; sermons are one thing that draw in people, 

and we have three people give incredible sermons; intimacy and inclusiveness are wonderful things 

for St. Andrew’s; Ralph is a godsend; We appreciate the choir members coming back; and there is 

no place that is a sanctuary in the city that has the music we do. The specifics from each group 

will be related in the next section.  

 

Subsequent to the reports on words and phrases, the larger groups were again separated out into 

the same smaller groups to discuss their ideas, suggestions, and actions for these ministries that 

could be undertaken in 2022. After approximately 30 minutes, the participants returned to the 

larger groups and each smaller group reported on their discussions. Again, there were many 

common ideas and some variations. Each of the ideas was recorded and are listed in the sections 

below. 
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After the conclusion of the reporting at each session, the participants were asked to cast three votes 

for the ideas presented. They were told they could cast all three of their votes for one idea or spread 

them out as they wished. The attachment to this report shows the result of the votes.    

 

In-Person Meeting - Three Words or Phrases – February 20 
 

Words or Phrases - Group 1 

 

 Variety 

 Modern liturgical 

 Congregation participation 

 

Words or Phrases – Group 2 

 

 Variety 

 Modern music – living composers 

 Keep the present style and basics, “season” it with something else 

 Partnering with children and families (children participate to learn church music) 

 

Words or Phrases - Group 3 

 

 “Vestibule of heaven” 

 Last two years: Sense of loss – partial restoration – fear of what’s to come because of unknown 

 Online doesn’t compare, but has expanded the sense of community 

 

Words or Phrases - Group 4 

 

 Music is fabulous 

 It stirs you to connect 

 Small but powerful music and liturgy 

 Return to simple beauty of ancient ritual 
 

In-Person Meeting Report on Discussion Regarding Ideas, Suggestions, and Actions  

 

Group 1 

 

 Would love to see the second reading come back 

 Possibly return to morning prayer 

 Use the LEVAS Hymnal 

 Education about historical context of symbolism and why we do what we do, instructed 

Eucharist, for example  

 Marketing, toolbox for talking to community, evangelism 
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Group 2 

 

 Proportion of music to rest of liturgy, would it be possible that more spoken parts of the liturgy 

will mean more participative? 

 More variety for services each week, surprise is good and catches our attention and helps us 

think about things in as fresh way 

 Include a prayer for environment every Sunday 

 Creeds  

 Extension of our hymns, for example Hymns of Love Wonder and Praise starts at 732 and so 

on  

 Standing for last verse of communion hymn is great, helps focus on the text 

 Sometimes more paid staff in a service than others – that seems unbalanced 

 As much as music is phenomenal; we need to move beyond performance to have more 

participation; surprise is useful to draw attention 

 

Group 3 

 

 Need more accessible music for the congregation – either text or music, more participation 

 Agreed with second group’s points 

 

Group 4 

 

 Music is attracting new people to St Andrews  

 Music is incredible, we like the programming, and would like to see little change in what we 

are doing – would like to see some “seasoning” or diversity to what we have, for example, 

“How Can I Keep from Singing” and spirituals 

 Appreciate live streaming, should continue well into future and has helped us connect 

internationally and locally 

 Diversity of choir (staff vs volunteer) is good, but we also want to encourage volunteers as 

they come back 

 We would like to see Friends of Music gain steam again as we gather in person again 

 Would like to see partnering between music dept and children/youth and family dept.  

 

Zoom Meeting - Three Words or Phrases – February 22 

 

Words or Phrases - Group 1 
 

 Loving everything in music and worship 

 To draw in new types of people, do we need to do anything different? 

 Worship and music are core, let’s build up what we have 

 Music serves worship. 
 

Words or Phrases - Group 2 
 

 More people feel comfortable returning to in-person church 
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 Return to pre-Covid-19 normalcy: masking, common cup? 

 Covid-19 enabled more people in the choir to participate 

 Never taking in-person worship for granted 

 But also grateful for virtual options 

 

Zoom Meeting - Report on Discussion Regarding Ideas, Suggestions, and Actions 

 

Group 1 

 

 “Introducing a variety of things out of the richness of Episcopal church.”  

 Finding a place for morning prayer 

 Restore 2nd reading 

 Reconfigure early service to be either low spoken mass or family service   

 Use other prayer books, liturgies and hymnals 

 Marketing the “gentle” services, like Still Point and Evensong, (they can be entry points for 

new people) 

 Taizé – using Taizé for keeping vigil at particular times in church year (like Holy Thursday) 

or Saturday night (which is a vigil for Sunday morning) 

 

Group 2 

 

 “Discussion of what do we mean by worship, services plus prayer opportunities, mostly prefer 

11 am service in this group.” 

 Re-affirmed how important 11 am service is, and we like it the way it is, virtual continuation 

of that service important as well 

 DEI focus in worship 

 Clergy exchange/visiting clergy from outside St. Andrew’s 

 Encourage our parishioners to attend other churches, and vice versa 

 Authentically involve youth more in our services 

 More inclusive communion for those streaming. What does communion mean for those 

attending virtually?  

 Thursday Lectio Divina social justice on Thursday is very powerful and meaningful, well 

attended  

 

General Discussion and Voting 

 

The participants in both groups spent time after the reports from the small groups were made about 

the reports and asked about some of the items included in the lists. Thereafter, the participants 

proceeded to vote on the items.*  

 

The summary of the items that received votes at the February 20 session, beginning with the items 

that received the most votes is as follows: 

 

 Education about historical context, symbolism and why we do what we do (such as an 

instructed Eucharist, for example) – 6 votes 
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 Would like to see some “seasoning and flavor” added to what we already have for music (for 

example, “How Can I Keep from Singing”) – 6 votes  

 Would like to see partnering between the music ministry and children/youth/family ministry – 

6 votes  

 Would love to see the second reading come back – 5 votes 

 Appreciate live streaming; it should continue well into future – 5 votes 

 Surprise is useful to draw people’s attention. More variety for services each week, surprise is 

good and catches our attention and helps us think about things in a fresh way - 5 votes * 

 Explore more inclusive liturgical language. – 4 votes 

 Proportion of music to the rest of the liturgy; would it be possible that more spoken liturgy will 

create better participation? – 3 votes 

 Possibly add music from the “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (LEVAS) Hymnal – 2 votes 

 Music is incredible, we like the programming, and would like to see little change in what we 

are doing – 2 votes 

 Expansion of our hymns with more contemporary hymns, (for example, “Wonder, Love and 

Praise” supplement starts where our hymnal leaves off) – 2 votes 

 As much as our music is phenomenal, we need to move beyond performance to create more 

participation – 1 vote 

 Music attracts new people to St Andrews – 1 vote 
 

The summary of the items that receive the votes at the February 22 Zoom session, beginning with 

the items that received the most votes is as follows: 

 

 Restore 2nd reading – 4 votes 

 Other prayer books, liturgies and hymnals – 4 votes 

 DEI focus in worship – 3 votes 

 Using Taizé for keeping vigil at particular times in church year (like Holy Thursday) or on 

Saturday night – 3 votes 

 Re-affirmed how important 11 am service is, and we like it the way it is, virtual continuation 

– of that service important as well – 2 votes 

 Marketing the “gentle” services, like Still Point and Evensong, (they can be entry points for 

new people) – 2 votes 

 Clergy exchange/visiting clergy from outside St. Andrew’s – 2 votes 

 Authentically involve youth more in our services. – 2 votes 

 More inclusive communion for those streaming. What does communion mean for those 

attending virtually? – 2 votes 

 Thursday Lectio Divina social justice on Thursday is very powerful and meaningful, well 

attended. – 1 vote 

 

Subsequent to the voting, the participants were asked if they would be willing to serve on a Task 

Force to work through Easter to process these ideas and make recommendations to the vestry on 

which ones to take action. 

 

*In tabulating the votes, those items that did not receive a vote were not included in the summaries 

of the votes and some of the items were consolidated as they seemed almost identical in nature.  


